it’s 

GOING TO 
BE A 

LION - SIZED 
SEASON! 


. . . Because these 
are current and coming 


from MGM: 


~ PLEASE DONT EAT THE DAISIES © 


“THE DAY THEY 
ROBBED THE BANK OF ENGLAND © 


“THE LAST VOYAGE ™ 


ALL 
THE FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS © 


“HOME FROM THE HILL” 
THE SUBTERRANEANS © 


THE ADVENTURES 
OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN © 


“RICH, YOUNG AND DEADLY © 
THE GAZEBO © 
AND —THE INCOMPARABLE GIGI" 
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News highlights . . . 


Lord Morrison president of BBFC 


LORD MORRISON of 


Lambeth will become president of the British Board of 
Censors from June 1. 


He succeeds Sir Sidney Harris who has tendered his resignation. 

Lord Morrison agreed to accept the appointment when he met officers of the trade 
associations. The trade associations expressed appreciation of Sir Sidney’s services since he 
was appointed in 1947. 


FIDO bids for another 77 


FIDO is now negotiating for covenants relating to a further 77 features belonging to a 
number of different independent producers. This was revealed in the official statement by 
FIDO confirming the acquisition of covenants for 76 features handled by British Lion 

This statement said that FIDO, in its first 18 months of operation, has now prevented 
total of 297 British pictures from being shown on television. 

The British Lion deal involves a cost of more than £400,000 spread over a number 
years, and covers many of the most successful films made in recent years 

The films include: “ An Ideal Husband,” “ Captain’s Paradise,” ‘“ The Courtneys of Curzon 
Street,” “ Happiest Days of Your Life.” “ Hobson’s Choice.” “Mine Own Executioner.” 
“Outcast of the Islands,” “ State Secret,” “Spring in Park Lane,” “ Winslow Boy.” “ Belles 
of St. Trinian’s,” “ Constant Husband,” “ Fallen Idol,” “ Heart of the Matter.” “ Maytime in 
Mayfair,” “ Odette.” “Seven Days to Noon,” “Sound Barrier,” “ The Third Man.” “ The 
Wooden Horse.” 

Though the covenants guarantee that none of the films can be shown on UK television, 
they are still available for cinema screening. 


Film 


a 


of 


Big tax cut in Eire 


ENTERTAINMENTS TAX on cinema admissions in Eire has been abolished in towns of 
under 2,000 population. Last week's Budget also provides for all other cinemas to get a rebate 
of 20 per cent. of the tax paid each week (starting this week), plus the balance of the duty, or 
£10, whichever is the smaller amount. 

The Theatre and Cinema Association (Ireland) had asked the Minister for Finance 
(Dr. James Ryan) for total abolition of the duty. A spokesman for the Association. 
commenting on the concession, said that while it was appreciated by the trade it was feared 
that it would be insufficient to enable many cinemas to operate economically in competition 
with TV. 

The .relief, he added, was certainly not sufficient to enable any reduction to be made in 
admission prices. The concession would be applied to undertaking essential maintenance work 
which in a number of cinemas had been postponed for lack of revenue. 


Vantage undertaking to court 


VANTAGE FILMS gave an undertaking until May 10 to Mr. Justice Danckwerts in the 
High Court on Tuesday not to exhibit or export its film of the life of Oscar Wilde except 
as necessary for its completion or for the purposes of a legal action. 

The action, alleging that the Vantage film is an infringement of copyright, has been begun 
by Warwick Film Productions which is making the film called “ The Trials of Oscar Wilde.” 

Before the court was a motion by Warwick Productions for an interim injunction restrain- 
ing Vantage Films from infringement of copyright. 


FFU INQUIRY: 
FIRST REPORT 
THIS AUTUMN ? 


HAROLD WILSON will start his promised 
inquiry, on behalf of the FFU, into the workings 
and finances of the film industry, during the 
early summer, and his initial proposals may be 
published in the autumn. 

The inquiry was discussed yesterday, Wedn« 
day. at the BFPA’s monthly executive mecu 
when members considered if they should 
a submission. 

Several reasons, writes Hugh Pilcher, Kune 
Parliamentary correspondent, have combined te 
prevent Mr. Wilson from making 
slart 

“But | have begun to collect information,” 
Mr. Wilson said. He pointed out that his inter 
est in the film industry stems back to his pres 
dency of the Board of Trade. 

Mr. Wilson insisted that it is too early yet 
to say anything for publication about the pro 
pects for his inquiry, but he is likely to st 
by meeting heads of the unions concerned 

Main misgiving in the minds of those who 
hope for constructive results from the inqu 
is that not all film producers will co-oper 
fully. In spite of this fear, the future 
production levy, quota, censorship, and Sunc 
opening levy is bound to be influenced 
report from such a well-informed and inf 
quarter 

Mr. Wilson's first proposals may, per! 
expected some time in the Autumn: a 
hamentary opinion is that it would be 
for any section of the industry to seek 
to boycott the inquiry or to ignore its fi 


earlier 


Cut in number of 
unions suggested 


A CASE for reducing the number of unions 
serving the film industry from 10 to three is to 
be presented at the NATKE national delegat: 
conference which opens in Brighton on May 17 

A motion tabled by the National Exe 
States that while recognising the practical diff 
ties involved in such a move it believes a gr 
unity of purpose and operation will be achi 

It recommends that discussions be op 
with the Federation of Theatre Unions, ti 
Federation of Film Unions and other bodi 
concerned to explore the possibility of fort 
ing one union for actors, one union for 
cians, composers and writers, and one unior 
all other personnel in the industry. 

A further National Executive motion express: 
concern at the number of lower paid workers in 
the industry and condemns “those employer 
who without adequate reason perpetuate this 
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News highlights ... 


Lord Morrison president of BBFC 


LORD MORRISON of 
Censors from June | 


Lambeth will become president of the British Board of Film 
He succeeds Sir Sidney Harris who has tendered his resignation 

Lord Morrison agreed to accept the appointment when he met officers of the 
associations. The trade associations expressed appreciation of Sir Sidney's services since he 
was appointed in 1947 


FIDO bids for another 77 


77 


track 


FIDO is now negotiating for covenants relating to a further features belonging to a 
number of different independent producers. This was revealed in the official statement by 
FIDO confirming the acquisition of covenants for 76 features handled by British Lion 

This statement said that FIDO, in its first 18 months of operation, has now prevented a 
total of 297 British pictures from being shown on television 

The British Lion deal involves a cost of more than £400,000 spread over a 
years, and covers many of the most successful films made in recent years 

The films include: “ An Ideal Husband,” “ Captain's Paradise,” “ The Courtneys of Curzon 


number of 


Street,” “ Happiest Days of Your Life.” “ Hobson's Choice.” “Mine Own Executioner. 
“ Outcast of the Islands,” “ State Secret.” “Spring in Park Lane.” “ Winslow Boy.” “ Belles 
of St. Trinian’s,” “ Constant Husband,” “ Fallen Idol,” “ Heart of the Matter.” “ Mavtime in 
Mayfair.” “ Odette.” “Seven Days to Noon,” “Sound Barrier.” “The Third Man.” “ The 


Wooden Horse.” 
Though the covenants guarantee that none of the films can be shown on UK television, 
they are still available for cinema screening 


Big tax cut in Eire 


ENTERTAINMENTS TAX on cinema admissions in Eire has been abolished in towns of 
under 2,000 population. Last week's Budget also provides for all other cinemas to get a rebate 
of 20 per cent. of the tax paid each week (starting this week), plus the balance of the duty, o1 
£10, whichever is the smaller amount 

The Theatre and Cinema Association (Ireland) had asked the Minister for 
(Dr. James Ryan) for total abolition of the duty. A spokesman for the 
commenting on the concession, said that while it was appreciated by the trade it was feared 
that it would be insufficient to enable many cinemas to operate economically in competition 
with TV 


The relief, he added, was certainly not sufficient to enable any 


Finance 
Association 


reduction to be made in 
admission prices. The concession would be applied to undertaking essential maintenance work. 
which in a number of cinemas had been postponed for lack of revenue 


Vantage undertaking to court 


VANTAGE FILMS gave an undertaking until May 10 to Mr. Justice Danckwerts in the 
High Court on Tuesday not to exhibit or export its film of the life of Wilde except 
as necessary for its completion or for the purposes of a legal action 

The action, alleging that the Vantage film is an infringement of copyright, has been begun 
by Warwick Film Productions which is making the film called “ The Trials of Oscar Wilde.” 

Before the court was a motion by Warwick Productions for an interim injunction restrain- 
ing Vantage Films from infringement of copyright. 
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FFU INQUIRY: 
FIRST REPORT 
THIS AUTUMN ? 


HAROLD WILSON will start his promised 
inquiry, on behalf of the FFU, into the workings 
and finances of the film industry, during the 
early summer, and his initial proposals may be 
published in the autumn. 

The inquiry was discussed yesterday, Wedn 
day. at the BFPA’'s monthly executive me 
when members considered if they should mak« 


a submission 
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est in the film industry stems back to his pres 
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A CASE for reducing the number of unions 
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states that while recognising the practical diff 
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It recommends that 
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UNPRECEDENTED EXPLOITATION CAMPAIGN 
TO LAUNCH WARNER-PATHE’S “HERCULES UNCHAINED” 


Above (from left to right): Percy Above (from left to right) 
Livingstone (Warner - Pathe's Comer (AEC), Jo2 Levine 
general sales manager), Joe Levine ; —— , Dick Chuter (Essoldo) 
Lor Lewis (Warner - Pathe's ta — a 


managing Jirector) 


Below: Leonard Samson (Warner- 
Pathe's director of publicity) (left) 
and A.B.P.C. publicity controller 
David Jones (right) with their 
publicity and exploitation teams 
discuss ‘“ Hercules Unchained ” 
with Joe Levine (back to camera) 


J. Latta (left) and D. J, 
jlatte with Joe Levine 


Above: Discussing ‘‘ Hercules 
Unchained at a special 
luncheon are (from left to 
right): Victor Chapman (Granada 
Theatres), Lou Lewis, Vic Comer 
George Pinches (CMA), Joe 
Levine, Dick Chuter, Percy 
Livingstone, Peter King (Ship- 
man and King) and Arnold 
Barber (Warner-Pathe’s assistant 
sales manager) 
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News highlights . . . 


Lord Morrison president of BBFC 


LORD MORRISON of Lambeth will become president of the British Board of Film 
Censors from June 1. He succeeds Sir Sidney Harris who has tendered his resignation 
Lord Morrison agreed to accept the appointment when he met officers of the trade 


associations. The trade associations expressed appreciation of Sir Sidney's services since he 
was appointed in 1947. 


FIDO bids for another 77 


FIDO is now negotiating for covenants relating to a further 77 features belonging to a 
number of different independent producers. This was revealed in the official statement by 
FIDO confirming the acquisition of covenants for 76 features handled by British Lion 

This statement said that FIDO, in its first 18 months of operation, has now prevented a 
total of 297 British pictures from being shown on television 

The British Lion deal involves a cost of more than £400,000 spread over 
years, and covers many of the most successful films made in recent years 

The films include: “ An Ideal Husband,” “ Captain’s Paradise.” “ The Courtneys of Curzon 
Street,” “ Happiest Days of Your Life.” “ Hobson's Choice.” “Mine Own Executioner,’ 
“ Outcast of the Islands,” “ State Secret,” “Spring in Park Lane.” “Winslow Boy.” “ Belles 
of St. Trinian’s,” “ Constant Husband,” “ Fallen Idol,” “ Heart of the Matter.” “ Maytime in 
Mayfair,” “ Odette.” “Seven Days to Noon,” “Sound Barrier,” “ The Third Man.” “ The 
Wooden Horse.” 

Though the covenants guarantee that none of the films can be shown on UK television, 
they are still available for cinema screening. 


a number of 


Big tax cut in Eire 


ENTERTAINMENTS TAX on cinema admissions in Eire has been abolished in towns of 
under 2,000 population, Last week's Budget also provides for all other cinemas to get a rebate 
of 20 per cent. of the tax paid each week (starting this week), plus the balance of the duty, or 
£10, whichever is the smaller amount. 

The Theatre and Cinema Association (Ireland) had asked the Minister for Finance 
(Dr. James Ryan) for total abolition of the duty. A spokesman for the Association. 
commenting on the concession, said that while it was appreciated by the trade it was feared 
that it would be insufficient to enable many cinemas to operate economically in competition 
with TV. 

The .relief, he added, was certainly not sufficient to enable any reduction to be made in 
admission prices. The concession would be applied to undertaking essential maintenance work. 
which in a number of cinemas had been postponed for lack of revenue. 


Vantage undertaking to court 


VANTAGE FILMS gave an undertaking until May 10 to Mr. Justice Danckwerts in the 
High Court on Tuesday not to exhibit or export its film of the life of Oscar Wilde except 
as necessary for its completion or for the purposes of a legal action. 

The action, alleging that the Vantage film is an infringement of copyright, has been begun 
by Warwick Film Productions which is making the film called “ The Trials of Oscar Wilde.” 

Before the court was a motion by Warwick Productions for an interim injunction restrain- 
ing Vantage Films from infringement of copyright. 


FFU INQUIRY: 
FIRST REPORT 
THIS AUTUMN? 


HAROLD WILSON will start his promised 
inquiry, on behalf of the FFU, into the workings 
and finances of the film industry, during the 
early summer, and his initial proposals may be 
published in the autumn. 

The inquiry was discussed yesterday, Wedne 
day, at the BFPA's monthly executive me 
vhen members considered if they should make 
a submission. 

Several reasons, writes Hugh Pilcher 
Parliamentary correspondent, have combined to 
prevent Mr. Wilson from making earlier 
start 

* But | have begun to collect information,” 
Mr. Wilson said. He pointed out that his inter 
est in the film industry stems back to his pres 
dency of the Board of Trade 

Mr. Wilson insisted thai it is too carly y 
to say anything for publication about the pro 
pects for his inquiry, but he is likely 
by meeting heads of the unions concerned 

Main misgiving in the minds of tho wl 
hope for resulis from the inqu 
is that not all film producers will co-op 
fully. In spite of this fear, the future 
production levy, quota, censorship, and Sun« 
opening levy is bound to be influenced 
report from such a well-informed and inf! 
quarter 

Mr. Wilson's first proposals may, px 
expected some time in the Autumn " 
hamentary opinion is that it would b 
for any section of the industry to seek 
to boycott the inquiry or to ignore is fi 


constructive 


Cut in number of 
unions suggested 


A CASE for reducing the number of unions 
serving the film industry from 10 to three is to 
be presented at the NATKE national delegat: 
conference which opens in Brighton on May |" 

A motion tabled by the National Ex 
States that while recognising the practical diff 
tues involved in such a move it believes ; 
unity of purpose and operation will be acl 

It recommends that discussions be op 
with the Federation of Theatre Unions 
Federation of Film Unions and other bodi 
concerned to explore the possibility of form 
ing one union for actors, one union fo usi 
clans, COmposers and writers, and one unio: fo 
all other personnel in the industry. 

A further National Executive motion expr: 
concern at the number of lower paid workers 
the industry and condemns “those employ: 
who without adequate reason perpetuate thi 
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Viewpoint 


SIGNPOST TO 
GOOD SENSE 


FROM time to time we receive reports that 
local authorities, following representations by 
the trade, have reduced the Sunday Opening 
levy. 

But nothing gives more satisfaction than 
news that a local authority has been 
courageous enough to scrap the levy 
entirely. 

Such was the case when Worthing set a 
lead for other local authorities throughout the 
country; and this week, we have received the 
news that Dereham in Norfolk has acted with 
similar imagination and with a_ sensible 
appreciation of the industry's difficulties. 

This success is the result of the persistence 
of Harold Millar, joint managing director of 
The Kinemas (East Anglia) group, who 
through representations year after year since 
1952, has persuaded the magistrates progres- 
sively to reduce the payment from 15 per 
cent. to nil, 

It does seem extraordinary that, whereas 
the government has decided, belatedly 
perhaps, that the industry had reached the 
point where it could no longer pay enter- 
tainments tax, local authorities still continue 
to exercise their prerogative with varying 
degrees of severity. 

In this modern society, where the people 


are being given wider opportunities and more 


facilities for entertainment and recreation, 
particularly on Sundays, the law that 
imposes a levy, in such a discriminating way, 
for the privilege of entertaining people in 
cinemas on Sunday, is as outmoded as the 
four-wheeled carriage. 

It is true that the law which continues to 
illow the levy to be imposed is a highly 
controversial issue in Parliament, but both 
the Werthing and Dereham authorities 
demonstrate that discretion can be exercised 
in a sensible and enlightened manner. 

So long as the government bides its time 
on this ridiculous law, the industry must 
make its way in a difficult and sometimes 
delicate campaign; but we can now point io 
Worthing and Dereham as examples to other 
less venturesome authorities. 
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ON TUESDAY a CEA delegation went to the 
Board of Trade to add footnotes to the associa- 
tion’s memorandum on the production levy, in 
the light of abolition of cinema tax in the Bud- 
get 

Needless to say. the CEA does not accept the 
producers’ view that the exhibitors’ case has 
been torpedoed by the abolition of the tax, 
and, indeed. that they can afford to pay more 

The CEA delegation, I understand, was point- 
ing out that producers, as well as exhibitors, 
would benefit from abolition. And although the 
association appreciated the fact that producers 
would probably continue to shew a loss on pro- 
duction despite abolition, it was stated that an 
overall loss would still be shown on the exhibit- 
ing side of the business 

The CEA also took up again the question of 
raising the levy exemption figure It feels 
strongly that exhibitors previously exempt from 
the levy should not be made liable for pay- 
ments as a result of the tax concession. Other- 
wise they will be worse off than before 


+ + + 


THE CEA is satisfied that the outcome of the 
first stage of the negotiations with the KRS over 
licence fees—the new term for film hire follow- 
ing the introduction of the new standard con- 
tract—is better than might have been anticipated 

The CEA takes the view that it is implicit 
in the terms of the recommendation, which is to 
be submitted for the approval of the respective 
councils, that the gain from tax abolition will 
be fairly shared on the basis of the average per- 
centage that has been paid by exhibitors over 
the past 12 months 

As I mentioned last week, the KRS was ex- 
pected to take a tough line with regard to those 
exhibitors who were obtaining special relief under 
the £20 tax rebate scheme 

In fact. the joint committee of the CEA and 
KRS we unable to reach agreement in the 
time available at last week's meeting and dis- 
continued yesterday, Wednesday 
The CEA realised that it could not expect the 
relief formula, which 1In- 
volved a considerable amount of work and 
expense, now that the tax has been abolished 
But the putting up a fight for 
special cons deration for those exhibitors who 
will be worse off as a result of the Budgct de- 
cision, and it was hopeful that some simple 
formula could be found to assist exhibitors who 
would find themselves in difficulties 


cussions were 


continuation of the 


issocialion 18 


+ + . 


THE question of raising the exemption limit 
for the FIDO levy has yet to be decided 

At the next FIDO board meeting the CEA 
will again insist that exhibitors previously exempt 
from payments should not be liable because of 
tax abolition 

The CEA argues that the pre-Budget yield of 
the levy is adequate for the current needs of 
FIDO. 

Until agreement is reached on this point, the 
CEA is continuing to advise its members to de- 
duct a notional tax payment, on the scale that 


previously bilit 


for levy 


ipplied, before calculating the lia 


+ + + 


THE CEA resumes discussions with NATKI 
on the union's claims for improved pay and 
conditions today, Thursday. 

It was not known what proposals the union 
would put forward. 

But at the last meeting the CEA clearly 
established the principle that exhibitors who 
do not benefit from the Budget were not in 
a position to meet higher costs by way of in- 
creased pay. And this, I understand, was 
accepted by the union. 


+ + + 


TWO articles by John Davis, deputy chairman 
and managing director of The Rank Organisa- 
tion——one published last week and the other this 
week—are worth careful study. 

Read separately and analysed together, 
poim to the future of the film industry, as 
seen from within the group, the measures 
adopted to secure for the organisation an 
economically sound and probably unassailable 
position in that future, and, furthermore, how 
the executive has quietly and painstakingly 
fashioned a pliab'e springboard for the launch- 
ing of diverse schemes in the plan to extend 
operations not only in the wider field of enter- 
tainment and recreation, but also in the spheres 
of -ngineering, electronics, property development, 
and consumer goods. 

In the first article, appearing in The Financial 
Times, Mr. Davis declares authoritatively, and 
with an air of absolute confidence, that tax abo- 
lition was the finest thing that could have 
happened to the industry which “ will live or 
die according to its ability to compete fair 
and square with other attractions.” 

He adds: “The future is challenging and 
exciting.” The reasons? The process of rationa- 
lisation which has produced the trend towards 
making the cinema an entertainment centre; the 
prospect of a greater public interest in large- 
screen television in colour which will bnng 
actuality to cinema audiences: and toll-television. 


+ + + 


OF toll-TV Mr. Davis states: “ Technicolly 
it is here. While no doubt there will be many 
practical problems to tron out, i seems impos 
sible to believe that the laws of the market place 
will not eventually prove supreme—only then 
will it be known whether pay television in the 
home has a part to play in our screen enter- 
tainment of the future and if so what part.” 

He is personally convinced that it will play 
a big part in the years to come 

In this connection it is reported that the 
Television Advisory Committee will urge the 
government to make provision for a toll-TV 
channel. 


they 


+ + + 


IN HIS review of the factors which have led 
to contraction in the indusiry, Mr. Davis makes 
points that are familiar to the industry. 

But, while acknowledging the effects of tele- 
vision—" the compulsive grip on the home tends 
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to lessen in the course of time "—and the even 
greater influence of improved standards of 
living, Mr. Davis is of the opinion that the 
decline in American production, the result of 
divorcemem, will prove to be the “ most dam- 
aging single factor” in the decline of the 
cinema 


Because the programming of so many cinemas 
has inevitably become more difficukh, Mr. Davis 
believes that the number of cinemas must sooner 
be reduced to the economic 
equilibrium — despite abilisation and 
conhdence 


+ 


REFERRING to British production, Mr. Davis 
states that the wpward trend in the quality and 
box-office appeal of British films has completely 
justified the industry and Government action to 
support it. But he warns against exhibitor pres- 
reduce eliminate the production 


or later restore 


signs of st 


greate in Hollywood 


+ - 


sure to or 
levy. 

British production, he declares, would contract 
without the fund, and for this to happen at the 
time of the decline in American output “* would 
be as destructive to exhibitors as to producers.” 

Against the background of cause and 
and optimistic assessment of future prospects 
the second article appearing under the heading 
of “ Rank Organisation Redeploys Resources’ 
in The Times Review of Industry, published on 
Wednesday, deals in more detail with the 
problems faced by the group, the policy for 
rationalisation and diversification, the 
of the plan and the scope of its development in 
the future 

The record of progress and expansion is 
impressive. Much has been achieved, much ts 
still to he done. But there can be no doubt that 
now well poised for 


effect 


progress 


r tahl 
the group is profitable 


development 


+ + + 


MICK BALCON, laid low with a 
virus, 1S fechng much better 
idvice of his doctor, he been 
to take a month off from 
will be staymg at country 
during May 

Mick's indisposition 
tunate time, for both 
production company 
making this month. 

During Mick's absence from his 
etton will take care of the business 
Bryanston and Hal Mason will be deal with 
the business side of Michael Balcon Productions 


+ . 


pneumonia 
But, on 
compelled 
ictivity and 
in Sussex 


now the 
has 
business 
his home 
untor- 
own 
film 


has come at an 
Bryanston and 
ire very clive 


his 


in 


office, Max 
iffairs of 


ig 


+ 

for some years 
annual meeting 
Society at the 


than 
to be reported at the 
of the British Kinematograph 
Shaftesbury Hotel, London, May 21 

During the there has been an in- 
crease in membership and, more importantly, an 
increase in members’ interest in the society activ- 
ities, which is reflected keen competition 
this year for places on the council 

The annua! meeting, in accordance wh custom 
will be preceded by the luncheon that is always 
the occasion for the of honorary 
fellowships 

Luncheon t 


MORI 
is likely 


encouraging news 


on 


past year 


nm the 


presentation 


ckets cost a guinea and guests of 


members are welcomed, but secretary, J. W 
Duffield-Harding would like to know as soon 
is possible how many covers will be needed 
+ + + 
INCIDENTALLY, by special arrangement with 
ABC, members of the BKS are to have an 


opportunity of seeing the ABC version of remote 
projection control, using the Philips FP20S equip- 
ment, described in the Kine. on March 31. 


A special demonstration is to be staged at the 


A party of Dutch journaiists was in London last week as guests of Lion International, to view latest 
of 


British Lion product and to see new pictures in production at Shepperton 


In the centre 


group are actress Irene Hand! and Sidney Safir, European manager, Lion Internationa! 


Queens, Bayswater, starting at 10.30 a.m. on 
Sund May 15 
+ + + 
DOING two or more things at the same time 
is undoubtedly a speciality of John Paddy Car- 


stairs, and everyone will congratulate him on his 
Success in having two of his pictures accepted 
for this Royal Academy 
the same an exhibition of 
opens in 
He has also 
i thrilles 
It should 
Paddy 
Drake's first 
ABP 


year's 
week as 
London, 


recently 


exhibition 1 
his pair 
completed another nov 
be mentioned, as well, that 
incidentally, been directing Cl 
feature, “ Sands of the 
Elstree ! 


- + 


THE Kine. gets around—and speedily. Mal- 
colm Billington, manager of Peliculas Rank of 
Bogota, the Colombian branch of JAROFD, 
writes to say that he was reading the April 7 
edition of the Kine. on the afternoon of Friday, 
April 8. 

This speedy delivery was achieved in spite of 
a change in the Box No. address which, 
apparently, had not reached our cirenlation de- 
partment, 

In expressing appreciation of this quick service, 
Malcolm Billington also pays tribute to the speed 
of the new BOAC Britannia service. 


John 
has, 


he 


Desert t 


+ 


+ + + 
THE Shaw circuit's European buyer, Nonec 
Sen, tes me that he will be at the Cannes Film 
Festival from April 29 onwards as personal rep- 
resentative of Run Run Shaw 
He w be interested in meeting distributors 


o discuss possible deals for two Run Run Shaw 


productions The first is the Chinese Eastman 
Color feature * L’Ombre Enchantcresse 
emtered for the festival by the Government of the 
Republic of China (Taipei), and the other The 
Kingdom and the Beauty,” in Eastman Color 
he picture which won the Best Picture award 
at the Asian Film Festival of 1959 

And, of course, Mr. Sen would also like to 
meet producers or their agents to discuss buying 


product for the Shaw circuit of 120 cinemas in 
the Far East. He can be contacted at the Hotel 
Martinez or at the Chinese stand in the Palais 
des Festivals 
+ + + 

IN THE Drive for business abroad it is a 
happy idea to foster good relationships with the 
overseas press Lion International is by no 
means backwards in this kind of activity 

Last week the company entertained a party 


Dutch 
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view the lat 
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iigemeen Har 
crus of De 
newspa px n 
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Newd of the Week 


CEA and KRS 
agree on 
fair shares 


THE POSITION of those exhibitors receiving 
special retief under the £20 tax rebate scheme be- 
fore the abolition of the tax was considered again 
by the joint committee of the CEA and KRS 
yesterday, Wednesday. 


The two sides were unable to agree on this 


question at last week's mecting of the committee 

But as far as general terms are concerned the 
committee application of the 
sharing of the benefit from tax 


agreed upon the 
principle of fai 
ibolition 


The committee recommended the following 


for adoption by the councils of the CEA and 
KRS 
“ Whilst ones 


" 
. 


igain confirming the gencral 
established in the Salmon Re 
port, that heence fees are a matter of individual 
renter and exhibitor and 
s no specific formula applic 


principle, fina 


negotiation between 
igreemg that the 

able to all theatres. each side agrees to recom 
mend its members not to seck an unfair pro 
t receipts tf 


1 increased net any) 


bolton 


portion of | 
resulting from tax 
entitled 
negotiation to settle new 


Both exhibitors and renters shall be 
to call for mdividual 


erms and any exhibitor or renter who feels 


th following negotiations, or due to ther 
reftus d 


‘ me ne 


nefits of such increased net 
shall have 
tht of appeal to the Joint Committee. New 
uded shall 
April 10 


fairly shared 
when con 8S previously stated 
retrospect 0 


In negovating mew terms arising out of m 


wed = receipts f any) resulting from. tax 


ibolition and ensure fair showing thereof, all 


relevant matte hall be taken into account and 
the Committee agrees that the aim of both rent 
ers and exhibitors should be that the overall 
percentage of licence fees payable in cach cas 
should be neith« ncreased nor reduced to any 


substamial extent 


AIC deputation on 
levy exemption 


A DEPUTATION from the Alt 


with Customs and Excise officials on Friday the 


discussed 
position of the statutory levy now that cinema 
tax has been abolished 

Said association secretary Aubrey Partner 
We are increase in the 
exemption figure for Now that 
tax has been abolished the producer's share of 
profits has increased and there is the added fact 
are now 


after a substantial 


statutory levy 


that non-standard film presentations 
eligible for payment of the levy 

The AIC has also written to the KRS sugecst 
ing certain amendments to clauses in the standard 
contract. The KRS has replied that it will con 
sider the suggestions at its next meeting 


NEW DISNEY-RANK 
AGREEMENT 


THE AGREEMENT providing for 
the distribution of Walt Disney product 
by JAROFD has been renewed, states 
Ned Clarke, vice-president and foreign 
sales manager for Buena Vista Distribu 
tion Co., Inc 


A further group of Disney films will 
be handled by Rank in important over 
including Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, 
Panama and Central America, Trinidad, 
Venezucla, Pakistan, India, Burma, 
Thailand, Malaya, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Germany, Austria; and Italy, 
where half of Disney's current output 
will be distributed by Rank 


scas territories 


features involved 

“ Kidnapped, 
* Jungle Cat” and 
Slaughter.” Ihe Row 
land V. Lee production of “ The Big 
Fisherman” was also included in the 
distribution agreement between the two 


Disney 
I y ler Pg 


Among the 
are “i Toby 
Pollyanna,” 
“Texas John 


organisations 


John Profumo to 
see ‘Oscar Wilde’ 


PROFUMO, Minister of State for 
Forcign Affairs, will attend the world premiere 
of Oscar Wilde.” in aid of the Moroccan 
Earthquake Relief Fund, which takes place at 
the Carhion, Haymarket, on Sunday, May 22 


Sunday night has been chosen for the pre- 
miere so that members of the theatrical profes 
sion can attend from the various London stage 
which the cast of the film are also 


JOHN 


hows m 
uppearing 

The picture, which ts directed by Gregory 
Ratotf and produced by William Kirby, stars 
Robert Morley, Dennis Price as Robert Ross, 
and Alexander Knox as Sir Edward Clarke 

* Oscar Wilde,” a Vantage Produotion, is being 
distributed throughout the world by 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox 


Variety's fourth golden 
disc luncheon 


POP British and American recording stars are 
to be feted at the Variety Club of Great Britain's 
fourth annual “ Golden Disc luncheon at the 
Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, on May 11. 


They are: Stanley Black, Russ Conway, Lonnie 
Donegan, Adam Faith, Connie Francis, Liberace, 


Mantovani, Joan Regan, Cliff Richard, Edmundo 
Ros and Victor Silvester. 

The guests will be introduced by George Erich 
Monty M. Berman, Chief Barker, will be in 
the chatr 


Record likely at 
Ad. festival 


PRELIMINARY indications show that the 
mtendance at this year’s International Advertis 
ing Film Festival——to be held in Venice from 
June 13 to June 17—will be a record one 

More than 300 delegates have already regis- 
tered and for the first time since the festival 
began seven years ago America will be strongly 
represented 

One hundred American advertising executives 
will come over on a special tour sponsored by 
the Advertising Federation of America in 
sociation with the Theatre-Screen Advertising 
Bureau of Chicago 


CMA launches four 
more teenage shows 


CMA has launched a new teenage show and 
will start three more during the next five weeks 
And plans are already in hand to extend this 
new form of entertainment even further in view 
of the success of the nine shows already operat- 
ing 

The new shows are for the Gaumont Wolver 
hampton (opened Saturday, April 30), Odeon 
Romford (Saturday, May 14), Gaumont Brad 
ford (Saturday, May 21) and Gaumont Notting- 
ham (Saturday, May 28) 

Programmes will follow the established pat- 
tern—dise sessions, feature films, on-stage danc 
ing and = talent being the principal 
attractions 


shows 


Morecambe Corporation 
considers take-over 


MORECAMBE CORPORATION iss again 
considering taking over the Gaumont cinema 
and ballroom either on lease or by direct pur- 
chase 

The idea was previously turned down because 
of cost, but because the building is not rate- 
producing and the Royalty having been closed, 
the councillors are having second thoughts, 


Movietone special 


JACK RAMSDEN, production manager of 
British Movictonews, says that the coverage of 
the Royal Wedding will exce! anything the com- 
pany has attempted before 

With ts domestic and overseas commitments 
in mind, Movictone will be recording the event 
from 37 different key camera positions, which 
is an all-time record 

Movictone will have copies of the reel ready 
for showing this Saturday (May 7). 
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ARRANGEMENTS for the saturation 
release in’ Britain of “Hercules Un 
chained” backed by an unprecedented 
£60,000 advertising campaign, have been 
agreed between Joe Levine, president of 
the American Embassy Film Corporation, 
and Warner-Pathe 

Under the distribution agreement 80 
prints will be made available. These will 
be fully utilised for the first phase of the 
saturation release schedule 
80 key cinemas 
| 

Seven 


bookings to 
n seaside resorts on July 
days later 45 prints will be 
switched to the first leg of London release 
and the remaining 35 will go to key 
cinemas in the provinces 

Subsequent bookings are being 
so that 75 per cent. of 
will be completed by 
week 

The £60,000 advertising budget provides 


arranged 
the play-off time 
the end of the fifth 


Saturation release for 
‘Hercules Unchained’ 


for an jnitial launching with seven full 
page advertisements in national newspapers 
and magazines A minimum of £15,000 
has been set aside for commercial tele 
advertising spots in the various 
and £8,000 will be devoted to 
local press advertising 

The and TV 
paign will be supported by a poster cam 
paign to include spectacular 48 sheets on 
key sites, and personal appearances 

Mr. Levine is promoting through 
Warner-Pathe a showmanship contest with 
prizes for ABC and independent cinema 
The top awards will be a trip 
to America fot 


Vision 
PeRIoONns 
press 


advertising cam 


also 


managers 


two managers and thei 
wives with all expenses paid by Embassy 
Filn 

A tie-up is 


Hercules 


with the 
and it is pro 
with 


being arranged 


cycle company 
posed to run a nation-wide 


prizes 


contest 


1.000 cycles as 


CEA BRANCH REPORTS 


Cold reception to 
financial report 


NORTHERN... Members of the Northern 
branch attending the April meeting received with 
out enthusiasm a headquarters financial report 
suggesting that the deficit ths vear would be 
about £7,000 and, if nothing was done to remedy 
this, « would probably increase 

Tentative suggestions in the report for 
ing the Association's revenue were received 
coldly, although most members present seemed 
ready to admit that subscriptions might have to 
20 up 

Tom Massicks (Fssoldo) was opposed to thx 
nouon that head office be given power to re 
grade cinemas and was resentful of the implica 
tion that a cut-and-dried scheme must be ready 
for presentation to the annual conference 


mereas 


Economies 


He was not at all satistied that further economies 
were not possible both at head office and branch 
levels ‘Brand funds total about £21,000," he 
said The money ts not domg anything useful 
ind | suggest that the branches with money in 
hand contribute one-third to cover the deficit 
this vear and give us time to consider how best 
to cul down expenses next vear 

deas for cutting down expenses came readily 
enough Favourite for the axe was the Film 
Report said to be costing about £3,500 annually 
Nobody present seemed to have any use for it 

Second favourite, was the amalgamation of 
small branches by amicable agreement if pos 
sible; but by compulsion if there was any self 
interested intransigence 

The mecting was in the mood to pass a resolu- 
tion On those two poimts there and then; but 
chairman R. C. Sidney-Wilmot (CMA) demurred 

n view of the unavoidable absence of most 
of the delegates, including the National Treasurer 
and Teddy Hinge, he felt that it would be more 
discreet to refer the proposals to the Executive 
Committee for detailed examination 

In the end, mt was agreed to hold a special 
branch meeting on May 10 at which Committee 
views might be considered and a decision taken 


CTBF. The chairman reported that The Rank 
Organisation had granted the use of the Odeon 
Newcastle, for a grand gala premiere on Octobe 
Sin aid of the CTBI The sub-committees, he 
sad, were already active and everything seemed 
to be in train for a really outstanding 


and social occasion 


show 


Production levy 
cut wanted 


HANTS and EF. DORSET.-A 
duction in the production levy was ¢ 
the April meeting. Member 
to a resolution in these terms after the branch 
chairman, Alderman G. Bravery, had pointed 
out that producers were geting more in film hi 
since the abohtion of entertainments tax, and 
wer making imereased profits in overseas 
markets 


prompt re 
illed for at 
Ss agreed unanimously 


} 
aiso 


J. Con suggested that any producer applying 
money from levy funds 
m undertaking that his 
released to television in any circumstances 
Agreement with NATKE.—Head-oflice will be 
asked to give details of any proposed new agrex 
ment with NATKE to bx 
before any decision was reached. It was im 
portant, said the chairman, that members should 
have an opportunity of expressing their views at 
branch level 
Hooliganism. 
tar Hn. H. ¢ 


ntroduction at 


should im return 
films would 


circulated to branches 


After a report from branch sec 
Mitchener on the successful 
Reading of a new by-law deal 
ng with hooliganism, i was agreed to write | 
all lecal authorities in the branch area 
the introduction of a similar by-law 
Vice-chairman Donald Shave commented 
This Reading by-law is having the desired 
effect 
He added that 
at Salisbury 


SECA 


ichion was already being taken 
where the Town Clerk was sugge 
ing a by-law making it an offence for any per 
son ina place of public entertainment to us 
threatening or abusive language. gesture or con 
duct to put any person in fear 
a each of the peac 
This sort of by-law 
iuthority which 


would give the 
they and the 


police 


exhib 


The branch discussed plans for hold 
ng a midnight charity performance at Bourne 
mouth, possibly in July, in aid of the CTBI 


Cinematurians quiz 
three-man pane! 
on industry topics 


THE Yorkshire and North Lincolnsh 
of the Society of Cinematurians held 
ts April luncheon M: Hopton F 
questiionmaster and on the pancl were Hyde 
(for the exhibitors) Charhe Walto or othe 
renters) and Cecil Freeman (for the exhibitors) 

Pentiand Hick (Gaiety, Scarborough) asked: 
“What does the panel think of renters who 
send out coloured stills for black-and-white films, 
and vice-versa? ” 

A. S. Hyde complained of a lack of 

renters in film publicity, pardcularly 
London, “ Their general publicity is no 
ind the sending out of coloured stills fo 
ind-white films and vice-versa is evidence 
lack of attention to detail in publicity m 

C, F, Walton, in defence of > rent 
ve could not agree. Kt was the exhibito 
showed a lack of interest in publicity 


don't take 
suid Mr 
lvor Singer 


comomne to 


They 
provided 


idvantage of the 
Walton 
suggested that exhibito 
ippoint a PRO or public: 
yublicise films, but R. C. Freeman { 
CEA could not be expected to do 
univ could not afford it 
Monty Simons asked the panel if they con 
sidered that FIDO had achieved its objectives 
and if they believed it was still serving a usetul 
purpose. 
C. Freeman said that if 
ed many more cinemas 
down It had def 
ril of too many films going o 
Hyde said FIDO had served 
pont, but h wus of the o 
because of the FIDO vuluuions som 
films we being shown on TY ind 
harm th vould have bee 
had some of the good film pro 


been allowed to 


If TV had beer 


y yr i 


FIDO 
would have 
nded exh 


purpe 


doing mo 


would ha 1 better for 
de than the pres¢ xiem 
Charlie Walton 1 
tihed S cXisence dl 
By and large vid served a good 
Mr. Phipps (Allied Artists) 
does the panel think of the 
decision to discontinue = the 


of 


thought FIDO 
would continu 
asked : 
renters’ 
holding ot 
shows 
Mr. Hyde, speaking n 
ough was 
film 


exhibitor 
impor } h exhibitor 
woked them H 


or book a film when he 


before they 


w;wught it w false cconomy 

ers » discontinue 

he provinces, and he thought that fil 
yell | * continued to be shown 
bona-tide ‘ tors and 


he publ 


show 


The tg renting organisations cou! 
ow films in their own theatres and 


» hold 


rely coukd continue 
£15 a tone 
Freeman 
had brought 
themselves 
tors presen 
ted to a practise 


»y handing out vale 


cum 
t show 


j 
WX 6 iV 


connected with the 


ORB TO DISTRIBUTE 
CHESSMAN FILM 


ORB has taken over he di 
Justice and Caryl Chessman il 
im which Quentin Reynolds 
remarkable story of the convict’s 1? 


rat the gas chambx 


orto Iwarkets 


ACE wants an agency for 


post- 48 pictures 


NEW YORK The national committee of 
the American Congress of Exhibitors decided to 
establish an agency to negotiate for post-"48 pic- 
tures for re-release to theatres, at a meeting held 
in New York last week. 

Si Fabian, chairmar stated that efforts would 
be made to organise all exhibitors to insure the 
success of the venture which would guaranice 
enough playdates to encourage the companics to 
make deals for the 

Plans also 
national 
move to keep the 


films in question 


call for the pictures to receive 


sdvertising campaigns in this katest 
post-'48 libraries off TV The 
financed by exhibitor 


icquisitions were to be 


contributions, it v 


The committee alse pledged the greatest sup- 
inti-pay-TV 


Against Toll 


port ever to the comprchensive 


programme of the Jomt Committee 


While no plan emerged to 
production, M Fabian 


increase picture 
expressed confidence 
such a p would be developed by ACI 

he Producer-Distributor-Exhibitor Relations 
Committee of ACE reported that meetings with 


company presid ind general sales managers 
to discuss all trade practices including marketing 
methods sales policies terms, shortages of 
prints. clearanoes ins, availabilities, advertising, 
etc should proceed as rapidly as possible to 


sraighten out differences between exhibitors and 
distributor 
oced that since conciliation 
hoped, it 
was thought that ese meetings might result in 
sement of local problems 

M Fabian stated that 

of pay-TV millions 


The opinion w 


has not proved as successful as first 


despite the mirage 


the economics of Hollywood 


equire the h e custome! ind the theatre 
evenue We willing to co-operate, but 
we're determined to have a voice in our future 
W still beheve co-operation between the 

uc divisions of industry 

+ + + 

CONSOLIDATED earnings of 4,163,135 
dollars for the ye ended December 26. 1959 
were reported by 20th Century-Fox which come 
o 1.78 doll per share on the 2,338,536 share 
of common ck outstanding. | ings for the 
previous ve we 1.§82.257 dollars or 3.30 
do sp share « ?.293. 186 shares 

Gross income w 119,851,807 doll 


TECHNIRAMA 


THE IDEAL PROCESS 


for 
7Omm. ROAD SHOWS 
(with 6 channel stereophonic sound) 


and 
35mm. RELEASE PRINTS 
A PRODUCT OF TECHNICOLOR 


vear compared with 124,998,120 dollars in 1958 
Ihe earning figure reflects a change in amortisa- 
tion policy relating to the cest of productions of 
participants, it was said 

Previously, the company explained, these 
costs had been written off the receipts of film 
remals as they came in throughout the world 
and when these were insufficient, special write- 
offs were provided from time to time 

The company estimated that earnings for the 


first 13 weeks of 1960 would be substantially 
better than the same period of 1959, when 41 
cents per share was earned 

+ + + 


PAUL N. LAZARUS, Jr., vice-president of 
Columbia Pictures, stated that the ability of a 
film distrebution organisation to promote a num- 
ber of major releases successfully and simultan- 
eously has been proved conclusively by his com- 
pany over the first three months of this year 
Just how successfully this multi-pronged promo- 
tion was carried out ts reflected in the fact that 
domestic billings for the quarter will exceed an 
estimated 11,000,000 dollars 


+ + + 

UNITED ARTISTS has announced realign- 
ment of a number of personnel abroad as well 
is the appointment of Oscar Dancigers as super- 
visor of European production under Charles 
Smadja, company vice-president in charge of 
European production. John F. Finder has been 
named company manager in Germany having 
been most recently 20th Century-Fox manager 


in Venezuela. Another European change was the 
promotion of Ernst F. Goldschmidt from sales- 
man to manager in Switzerland succeeding Hans 
J. Meier, resigned.—Medl Konecoff, 


Not-so-free trade 
disappoints Germany 


BONN.—West German Government officials 
have expressed disappointment about French and 
Italian unwillingness to remove film trade restric- 
tons and bring in new and more liberal import 
terms as introduced by the Bonn Government. 

Bonn Government officials say that the recent 
OEEC film trade talks held in Paris 
failure because the West German delegation’s 

empts to make Pans and Rome delegations 
more liberal film trade standards failed 

he Paris OEEC talks resulted in a decision to 
develop new plans for liberal film trade policies 
before January 1, 1962 The new plans were to 
neorporal national film subsidies 


were a 


t 
ICCC] 


removal of 
and playing time quotas 
As y« is felt in Bonn, there is no hint that 
such plans will be completed before the pro- 
posed deadline 
The Bonn Government, in the 


CADPICSSC d ils 


meantime, has 
with its own 
policy and remove 


nientiion tO go on 


liberal film trade restricuions 
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wherever and whenever possible 
the approval from Paris and Rome 

The result will be a completely libe 
German film trade, except for import and « f 
from and to Italy and France. 

Trade with these two countries will be 
to special negotiations within the frame 
European Common Market Treaty 

The West German Government plans, howe 
to keep a stand-by regulation tool for fim 
imports, 

Film imports will be generally free of a!! 
restrictions, but an individual licence for every 
picture is required. The licence will be granted 
without any restrictions in times when th 
German domestic film market is in a healthy 
Situation 

This applies to the current year and to the 
foresecable future, according to West German 
Government officials 

Licensing of individual picture imports would 
be de-liberalised if and when the domestic market 
situation gets out of control. 

A quota of 30 British feature films is planned 
to be kept pro forma 

The quota will, however, not be applied in 
day-to-day licensing of picture imports. Instead 
it is meant as a theoretical stand-by device for 
any future trade negotiations 

No restrictions whatsoever are in effect in 
West Germany for picture imports from Sweden, 
Switzerland, Argentina, Spain, Japan, Mexico, 
India, Austria. Picture imports from East Bloc 
countries are free, too, but they have to be 
passed by a political censoring agency in Bonn. 


even v 


; 


+ + + 
HESSE RADIO, local German broadcasting 


organisation, has acquired a SO per cent. share in 
Taunus Film Co. which owns and operates a 
studio in Wiesbaden. 

Studio has three sound stages having a total 
of 16,500 sq. ft 

Majority of major West German = studios 
have closed similar deals with radio-TV broad- 
casting organisations in order to use free 
feature film production capacity for TV pro- 
ductions.—-Gustay Genschow. 


Last-minute moves in 
anti-tax campaign 


BELFAST The anti-tax committee of the 
Northern Ireland CEA is to meet the Ulster 
Minister of Finance, Captain Terence O'Neill, 
at Stormont this week to present its case for 
the abolition of the entertainment tax in_ the 
Budget which is now fixed for May 24 

The return of tax questionnaires sent out to 
all exhibitors in the Province was described as 
“extremely good” by branch secretary Albert 
Dougan More than 80 per cent. of mem 
bers have contributed details of their box-office 
returns for a four-month period beginning 
October 31 in each of two 1958 and 
1989 

It was on October 31 last year 
dent television came to Northern 
the CEA is hoping therefore to 
Minister the “ before and after 
mercial television 

According to George Lodge, chairman of the 
committee, there is an indisputable case for the 
aboliuon of the tax in Northern Ireland, par- 
ticularly in view of the fact that the Ulster Gov- 
ernment normally advocates a “ step by step” 
policy with the Government at Westminster 

The committee states that the falling off in 
attendances is following exactly the 


tern as in Great Britain 


years 


that indepen 
Ireland and 
show to the 
effects of com- 


same pat- 
It will, no doubt, tell 


the Minister of the closing down of a number 
of cinemas in different parts of Northern Ireland 
-S. Gordon Duffield. 
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New films at a glance 


R.T. and 
Certificate 
166 min. (U) 


Title and Renter 
{Big Fisherman, The 
(Disney)—U.S 


Come Back, Africa 
(Contemporary)— U.S 


90 min. 


"Day They Robbed The 85 min. 
Bank Of England, The 
(MGM)—British 


*Honourable 
An 
(Warner-Pathe)—British 


Murder, 69 min. 


Last Blitzkrieg, The 
(Columbia)—U.S 


85 min. 


Men Without Morals 
(Miracle)—Franco- 
Belgian 


Murder By Contract 
(Columbia)—U.S 


tSergeant Rutledge 


. HE min. 
(Warner-Pathe)—U.S 


‘Terrible Beauty, A 
(United Artists)— 
British 


Valley Of The Redwoods 
(20th Century-Fox)—U.S 


(C) SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN 


The Big Fisherman 


) Panavision 

Technicolor Directed by 

Featuring Howard Keel 
Saxon. 14,940 feet 


Disney imerican 
graphed in 
Borzage 


and John Release 


celluloid sermon 
las’s novel 


and 


suggested by 
Finely 
Technicolor, it 


Lloyd C 
photographed in 
describes the 


conversion 


Photo- P 
f rank 
Susan Kohner 
not fixed 
LARGE-SCALE Biblical melodrama, or rather 
Doug- 


Stars 
Howard Keel 
Susan Kohner 
John Saxon 


Zachariah 
Vinah 
Arnold 


Aldo Ray 
Elizabeth Sellars 
Peter O'Toole 


Lisa Daniely 
Norman Wooland 
Philip Saville 


Van Johnson 
Kerwin Mathews 
Dick York 


Juliette Mayniel 
Sami Frey 
Claude Titre 


Vince Edwards 
Phillip Pine 
Herschel Bernardi 


Jeffrey Hunter 
Constance Towers 
Woody Strode 


Robert Mitchum 
Anne Heywood 
Dan O'Herlihy 


John Hudson 
Lynn Bernay 
Ed Nelson 


(CC) EXCELLENT FOR CHILDREN 
BRITISH QUOTA PICTURE 


fisherman Simon 


dentally in 


trayed by 
the giant 


off the 


affinity 
nce and Herod's neglected daughter 
cipal characters 
Howard Keel, are 
canvas, 
shrewdly spaced highlights take audiences 
clock. (lt runs one 
six minutes!) Other 
Panavision title, the 


fact that the 


of office, and star 


Remarks 

Panavision and Technicolor spectacle based on Lloyd 
C. Douglas's best-seller about the conversion of 
Simon Peter to Christianity. Action somewhat 
leisurely, but characterisation adequate, senti- 
ments lofty, highlights vivid, staging vast, camera 
work superb and title values considerable 

Documentary melodrama dealing with a Zulu’s 
rough passage whilst seeking work in Johannes- 
burg. Acting uneven, but direction incisive, 
photography imaginative and anti-apartheid angle 
sharp 

Turn of the century crime melodrama adapted 
from John Brophy'’s novel concerning an un- 
successful attempt by an Irish political group to 
rob Old Lady of Threadneedle Street. Tale neatly 
constructed, characterisation good, romantic 
asides adequate, detail colourful, dialogue fluent 
and penultimate tension strong 

Big-business melodrama telling of treachery in an 
executive suite. Story topical, acting polished, 
direction firm, feminine slant shrewd, talk smooth 
and settings suitably varied 

World |War Il melodrama about English-speaking 
Nazi who sickens of Hitler's regime while 
operating behind U.S lines. Cast adequate 
and backgrounds convincing, but plot far-fetched, 
humour slight and romance negligible 

Low-life melodrama hingeing on attractive working 
girl’s loyalty to wayward brother. Tale ugly, but 
types life-like, atmosphere realistic, photography 
good and English sub-titles lucid 

Crime melodrama showing how professional killer's 
reluctance to eliminate woman brings about his 
own end. Star impressive, support competent, 
treatment bold and finale both salutary and 
exciting 

Technicolor court room melodrama, told partly in 
retrospect, about U.S officer who successfully 
defends Negro sergeant charged with rape and 
murder. Story rambling, but acting efficient, 
post-Civil War atmosphere realistic and 
western flashbacks exciting 

Romantic melodrama, hingeing on friction between 
Irish Nationals and British during World War Il 
Plot unsubtle, but characterisation robust, slight 
love interest popular, humour typically Gaelic, 
backgrounds authentic and intermittent bursts 
of action sharp 

CinemaScope crime melodrama, with lumber camp 
settings, concerning two men and a girl who fluff 
a “ perfect "’ hold-up. Raucous musical accom- 
paniment occasionally disconcerting, but acting 
robust, direction keen and tension strong 


tIN COLOUR 


Peter to Christianity 


between a 


and, inci 
dashing Arab 


despit 
will cast its 
The prin ing 

Simon Peter, por- Story. 
sometumes lost on hving 
spiriiual and 
minds 
and sixty 
ilirybutes are its best-seller evil 
Bible is infallibly box- for 
‘The Big Fisherman on 


apart from 


Cess 


but lofty sides 


hundred 


Herodias, 
values 


us dedication to a‘ 
net wide 


Fara, a half-Judean 
with her 
protection of the 
Voldi, a handsome Arabian prince. Dx 

prince, reveals that Fara’s father, Herod 
Tetrarch of Galilee, 


King of 


1 callous beauty 
Arnon’s deathbed, 


Edited by JOSH BILLINGS 


Box-Office Angle 
Outstanding Biblical offer- 
ing (CC) 


Exploitable “art house” 
proposition (C) 


Excellent British booking 
(C) 


Good British programmer 
(C) 


So-so “ second" (C) 


Reliable Continental thick- 
ear (NC) 


Safe adult “ second " (NC 


Good general booking (C 


Very good British booking 
(C) 


Reliable “ second " 


(NC) NOT FOR CHILDREN 


hard tick 
Outstanding B 


half-A 
mother, Arnon, u 
Arabia is 


cruelly desert 
This is co 
and Fara, disgu 


10 


boy, sets off for Galilee to kill Herod. After 
meeting John the Baptist, Simon Peter, a stal- 
want fisherman, Hannah, Simon's mother-in-law, 
and David Ben-Zadok, a magistrate who recog- 
mises her, but keeps her secret, Fara gains em- 
ployment as a translator in Herod's palace. 
Meanwhile, Simon, deeply stirred by the Sermon 
on the Mount, becomes the Lord's chief disciple 


ind through his teachings, Fara thinks again 
vbout assassinating Herod. In Arabia, Deran has 
iscended the throne and sentences Voldi to 


death, but Deran, now paralysed, promises Voldi 
ind Fara, who had attempted Voldi’s rescue, 
freedom, if Simon will cure him. Deran breaks 
his word and dies, and Voldi is named King of 
Arabia, but Fara and Simon return to Galilee 


Production.The picture, although a little 
lacking in piety and grandeur, to say nothing 
of sex, which the late Cecil B. DeMille so subtly 
exploited during his handling of Biblical subjects, 
is nO minor box-office feat. Howard Keel looks 
and, for the most part, convincingly plays Simon : 
Susan Kohner and John Saxon are adequate as 
Fara and Voldi; and Martha Hyer, Herbert Lom 
and Ray Stricklyn, seen as Herodias, Herod and 
Deran, too, occasionally stand out from the 
crowd. Its sahient situations include miracles 
performed by Christ, mortal conflict, a terrific 
hurricane, bitter enmity between Arabs and Jews, 
nigh living in Herod's palace and inevitably the 
Sermon on the Mount, tactfully delivered off 
stage, and all fit chronologically into the massive, 
if sprawling, mural. The dialogue is an odd mix- 
ture of Biblical language and contemporary 
American, but the camera work cannot be 
faulted. The film's greatest revelation is, in fact. 
the effectiveness of the latest Panavision-Tech- 
) color h ns. 


Points of Appeal.—Subject, popular cast, title. 
mighty presentation, suverb photography 
selling angles, Panavision, Technicolor 
certificate 


The Day They Robbed the 
Bank of England 
MGM. British (U). Featuring Aldo Ray, Eliza- 


beth Sellars and Peter O'Toole. Produced by 
Jules Buck. Directed by John Guillermin. Screen- 


strong 


and U 


play by Howard Clewes Director of Photo- 
graphy Georges Perinal Musical Director 
Edwin Astley. 7,646 feet. Release May 30, 1961 

GRIPPING and intriguing “gay ‘nineties’ 

me melodrama, adapted from John Brophy’s 
best-seller. It covers a daring plan by an Irish 
political group to rob the Old Lady of Thread 


die Street and 


pin i 


shows how fate and greed 
last minute and wreck the auda- 
c Aldo Ray is the kingpin, as an 
Irish-American adventurer, and he gives his best 


performance to date wrthout overshadowing the 
rest. Suspense steadily builds up, humour is 
logically created the expense of the Lrish and 
he Enghsh military, and romantic touches are 
ly \ breathless and salutary 
cal on a colourful and holding 
Edwardian thrill Excellent British booking 


Story.-In 1901, Irish patriots seeking Home 
Rule beheve that plu derme the Bank of Eng- 
their cause. ¢ harles Norgate. 

in Irish-American, attracted by Iris Muldoon, 
i spirited and comely Party member, controls the 
operation Advised by O'Shea the patriots’ 


leader, Norgate gains the friendship of Captain 
Fitch isy-going Guards officer commanding the 
picket protecting the Bank, and Tosher, a tip 
pling Cockney who knows about an unused 
sewer running beneath the Bank's vaults. The 


raid is finally set for a Bank Holiday 
but meanwhile Norgate has a 
1 Walsh, a fellow. Fitch 


suspicious, but 


weekend, 
rival for Iris 
eventually be 
Norgate and his accom- 
plices reach the vaults and grab the bullion. At 
moment i publicly announced that 
ind and Ireland have agreed on Home Rule 
ind the patriots decide that the robbery must 
be called off: Irts contacts Norgate, but greed 


testy 


Comes 


nis very 


possesses Norgate and his henchmen and they 
help themselves. No urns for the drunken 
Toshe accidentally left behind, but the delay 
proves fa il and Iris sees Norgate and the others 
irrested 


Production.—The picture follows quickly on 
the heels of giants “ Seven Thieves ” (Twentieth 
Century-Fox—CinemaScope) and “The League 
Of Gentlemen" (Rank—British), but, although 
similar to the aforementioned, has pristine fas- 
cination and tension. Aldo Ray never puts a 
foot “wrong” as the Irish-American Norgate 
who stoops to robbery in the name of politics, 
but is seduced by avarice; Elizabeth Sellars 
subtly combines tenderness and vehemence as 
Iris: and Peter O'Toole scores as the not so 
foppish Fitch. Hugh Griffith, Kieron Moore and 
Albert Sharpe also pull their weight. The coup 
is brilliantly stage-managed, and Fitch furnishes 
the light relief, while bitter rivalry between Nor- 
gate and Walsh over Iris strengthens the 
feminine angle. What's more, the turn of the 
century fripperies are delightfully nostalgic, and 
the dialogue is definitely to the point. It'll capti- 
vate and thrill both the carriage trade and 
hoi polloi. 


Points of Appeal.—Exciting and mellow plot, 
strong and competent team, first-rate direction, 
ippropriate comedy asides, showmanlike finale, 
title and U certificate 


A Terrible Beauty 


United Artists. British (U). Featuring Robert 

Mitchum, Anne Heywood and Dan O'Herlihy. 

Produced by Raymond Stross. Directed by Tay 

Garnett. Screenplay by Robert Wright Campbell. 

Director of Photography, Stephen Dade. Musical 

Director, Dock Mathieson. 8,061 feet. Release 
May WW, 1960 


ADVENTURE melodrama, set in Ireland dur- 
ing the darkest days of World War Il. Based 
on Arthur Roth’s book, it concerns a husky 
young Irishman who becomes embroiled in the 
struggle between Nationalists and the British, 
but, following many near squeaks, safely reaches 
England with his girl friend. The tale, peopled by 
a wide variety of Irish characters, realistically 
portrayed, plays down romance, but irony, plus 
intermittent comedy touches and rough stuff, 
Sustains interest. Moreover, it's never lost for a 
word, though it has brisk action, and the back- 
grounds, finely photographed, are authentic. Very 
good British booking. 


IRA activities are revived when World 
War II breaks out and the recruits include Der- 
mot O'Neill, headstrong member of a proud o!d 
Irish family, McGinnis, Corrigan and Sean Reilly. 
Neeve, Dermot’s sweetheart, is strongly against 
violence, and Jimmy Hannafin, Dermot's wise 
friend, denounces Dermot for aiding the Ger- 
mans when he participates in a raid on a British 
Ordnance Depot. After attacking a Northern 
power station, Dermot and Sean, who had been 
wounded, stealthily return to Dermot’s home. 
Dermot's family and Neeve try to make him 
leave the Party. Later, Sean is caught and im- 
prisoned, but McGinnis, now the local leader, 
refuses help and Dermot hits the bottle. Mc- 
Ginnis, power crazy, beats up Dermot, Dermot 
turns informer and plans an escape to England, 
but the IRA trans im. Aided by friends Dermot 
gets free and he and Neeve set sail, but Bella, 
his young sister, wearing Dermot’s mackintosh, 
is accidentally shot by the vengeful McGinnis, 
who secretly loves her 


Production.—_The picture has a ticklish theme 
few melodramas about the activities of the 
IRA have been outstanding box-office successes 
-but is a well-made example of its kind. Robert 
Mitchum contributes a stout and fascinating 
performance as rebel Dermot: Anne Heywood 
seizes every chance as the sensitive, brave and 
beautiful Neeve: Dan O'Herlihy registers as the 
fanatical pro-Irish McGinnis: and Marianne 
Benet strikes a poignant note as the luckless 
Bella. Its supporting types, too, ring true. The 
love interest is never permitted to intrude, but 
there are bright bits ef blarnev, and the Ordnance 
Depot raid, the destruction of the power station, 
Dermot’s and Sean's hazardous hike and Der- 
mot'’s escape to England provide ample thrills 
Its settings are appropriate. and the camera work 


is first-class 


Ss 


Points of Appeal.—Skilfully constructed story. 
box-office stars, go support, humour, excite- 
ment, title certificate. 


and | 
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Sergeant Rutledge 


Warner-Pathe. American (A). Photographed in 
Technicolor. Directed by John Ford. Featuring 

Jeffrey Hunter, Constance Towers and Woody 
Strode. 9,968 feet. Release June 13, 1960 


COURT MARTIAL melodrama, based on fact 
and finely photographed in Technicolor. lt con- 
cerns a young lieutenant’s successful defence of 
1 Negro NCO, wrongly charged with rape and 
murder, and spends much of its time sifting con- 
flicting evidence. The many interrogations, illus- 
trated in flashback, are not dovetailed securely, 
but ace director John Ford makes the most of 
individual situations, introduces some exciting 
penultimate Indian-Cavalry action, and presses 
home the sensational twist ending. He also fully 
utilises the fine talent of coloured star Woody 
Strode, and tactfully handles racial problems. 
There is some humour, and clever camera 
effects. Good general booking. 

Story.—Braxton Rutledge, a giant Negro ser- 
geant, is accused in 1881 of murdering his CO, 
Major Dabney, and raping and killing Dabney’s 
daughter, Lucy. Crusty Major Fosgate presides 
over the court martial, and Thomas Cantrell, a 
young officer, defends the prisoner. The prose- 
cuting counsel js Captain Shattuck, an army 
lawyer who hates Negroes. In flashbacks, Rut- 
ledge and Lucy are seen together, and the wit- 
nesses include Mary Beecher, a girl loved by 
Cantrell, whom Rutledge had saved from the 
Indians. Things soon look black for Rutledge 
due to Shattuck’s vindictiveness and Cantrell’s 
patience. However, startling last-minute develop- 
ments reveal Chandler Hubble, a lecher, to be 
the real culprit. Rutledge is cleared, and Can- 
trell presumably marries Mary. 

Production.—The picture pivots on the court- 
room, and the President's eccentricities and those 
of the public furnish the light relief. Constance 
lowers is a charming and sympathetic Mary. 
ind Jeffrey Hunter, seen as defending counsel 
Cantrell, and Carleton Young, cast as prosecutor 
Shattuck, really warm to their tasks as the tale 
unfolds, but Woody Strode literally towers over 
both as the luckless Rutledge. Willis Bouchey, 
Juano Hernandez and Billie Burke head the im- 
peccable supporting team. There is a tendency 
to drag in red herrings and these break continuity 
during the first half, but the second, with its 
Cavalry-Indian scraps and powerful climax, en- 
ables the proceedings to culminate on a show- 
manlike note. Moreover, the backgrounds are 
carefully chosen, while the photography, like 
that of all John Ford productions, helps to 
stimulate the imagination, and soften “ apart- 
heid * overtones. 

Points of Appeal.—Riveting, if involved, story, 
famous director. shrewdlv balanced players, out- 
standing photography and Technicolor. 


An Honourable Murder 


W arner-Pathe. British (U). Featuring Lisa Daniely, 

Norman Wooland and Philip Saville. Produced 

by Edward J. Danziger and Harry Lee Danziger. 

Directed by Godfrey Grayson. Screenplay by 

Brian Clemens and Eldon Howard. Director of 

Photography, Jimmy Wilson. 6,209 feet. Release 
May 9 1960 


BIG business melodrama, set in the heart of 
London. It's about double dealings by occupants 
of an oil combine’s executive suite during “ take- 
over’ negotiations and proves yet again that 
honesty and loyalty pay. The acting is extremely 
competent and its director not only cleverly 
builds up suspense, but also offsets staid accoun- 
tancy with a subtle feminine interest. And that's 
not all, the intriguing and entertaining balance 
sheet has a glossy box-office “ binding.” Good 
British “ programmer.” 

Story.—Julian Caesar, 
Petroleum, pulls off an important shipping 
merger, but Cassius, a jealous director, plots 
with other executives to overthrow Caesar. A 
clause in the company’s charter requires that one 
of two remaining directors, Brutus and Mark 
Anthony, must also oppose Caesar. Brutus, 
Caesar's life-long friend, weakens under pressure, 
and the schemers get Mark out of town at the 


chairman of Empire 


continued on page 18 
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Mr ANTONY ARMSTRONG- JONES 
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RELEASE MONDAY, MAY 9th 


Copies are limited. 


Early reservation with your local R.F.0. branch essential. 


Produced and distributed by 
RANK FILM DISTRIBUTORS LIMITED 1S 
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WARNER-PATHE 
PREMIERES 
HELL IS A CITY’ 


Warner-Pathe's crime thriller ‘ Hell ls A City opened in London with 


a premiere at the Warner Theatre, Leicester Square. The film, which 
had previously broken every gross receipts and attendance record at 
Manchester's Apollo cinema, Ardwick, proved to be equally popular 
with London's first-night crowd. Guests included show business 
personalities Bernard Braden and Barbara Kelly, Diane Cilento, Ronald 
Lewis, Yvon Monlaur, stars of the film Vanda Godsell and Maxine 
Audley, Lady Isobel Barnett, Ronnie Carroll and his wife, Associated 
British star Millicent Martin. Also present were the film's producer, 


Michael Carreras of Hammer Films, director Val Guest, who also wrote 
the screenplay, and Stanley Black, who composed and directed the 
picture’s modern jazz score. Right (top): Mrs. Michael Carreras, 
Michael Carreras, Yvonne Monlaur, Diane Cilento and Val Guest 
Bottom: Michael Carreras, Brian Lawrence (Hammer), Mrs. Michael 

Carreras and Senor Vitoria (iz Ara Films) 


Ronnie Carroll with his wife, Associated British star Millicent Martin; Bernard Braden, Diane Cilento, Katya Douglas and Val Guest 


Above: Brian Nissen with Vanda Godsell; Jill Chadwick and Ronald Lewis. Below: Joby Blanshard and Geoffrey Frederick; Vanda Gods 
Michael Carreras 
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Your Fi 


West End 


SUMMER TIME is just over three weeks old, 
but so far the lengthening evenings have had 
litde damaging effect on cinema  box-offices. 
Maybe the nip in the air has driven people to 
the pictures, or it could be the releases, which, 
with very few exceptions, are good. Anyway, 
the overall takings, no longer skimmed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, are not so dusty. 


+ + + 
OF THE newcomers to the West End Who 
Was That Lady (Columbia) comedy star- 
Leigh and Dean Martin 


ng Tony Cur Jan 


got the best views. | found the show enormous 
fun and | can assure you drew very larec 
iudiences and sed many laughs at the 
Leicester Square Theatre during its initial week 
“nd 1 might add that Tony Curtis is a firm 
favourite with hose who don count the 
coppers when told the price of seats 
+ + + 
MOST scribes | sed Hell Is A City 
(Warner-Pathe—Hammerscope— British). It stages 
1 ding-dong ba x«iween cops and robbers in 
Manchester's gr nd glittering streets ind 
spectacularly ends with the law umphant. Ex 
cellently acted. p cularly by Stanley Baker 
isily the screens number one character actor 
s clicked a he Warner Theatre The Man 
unian blue lan will shine even brighter 
yt 
+ + + 
Ttil cs chewed up All The Fing 
Young Cann (MGM-—-CinemaScope) I 
mist confess | thought the off-beat melodrama 
directed by Mic ( Around he World In 
Rt) Day ) Anderson bby But, be that as it 
All The Fine Young Cannibals Started 
rT well the Odeon, Marb Arch 
+ + + 


CIRCUS OF HORRORS (Anglo-Amalga 


mited—British) big-top chiller. side-stepped 
he long-haired boys and girls when it opened 
he London Pavilhon Its striking and apt 


pre-sold ends is run 


ST. JOHN'S WOOD 
STUDIOS 


TEN MINUTES 
FROM THE 
WEST END 


| TWO SOUND PROOFED STAGES | 


| 63' x 33’ x 25’ High 
i 45’ x 25’ x 24’ High 


FULL FACILITIES 


by JOSH BILLINGS 


The Pay today. it will have collected plenty 
It's definitely box-office “ X“ certificate. 
+ + + 
BY ALL accounts Wake Me When Its 
Over (Twentieth Century-Fox—CinemaScope) 


had a far from somnolent effect on audiences at 


the Carlton, Haymarket On Thursday, * The 
Last Voyage (MGM —Metroscope). America’s 
answer to “A Night To Remember” (Rank 


British), moves in 
22, the Sunday date 
the eagerly awaited “* Oscar 


Century-Fox—British) 


+ + + 

THE aeronautical melodrama 
Silence (British Lion—British). is enjoying a 
smooth flight at the Odeon Square 
Truc. its takings are not exactly in the strato- 
ss, but high enough confidently to pre- 


general 


It should remain until May 
fixed for the premiere of 
Wilde ~ (Twentieth 


Cone ot 
Leicester 
sphe re ck 


dict a profitabk 


on May 23 


release It's due out 


+ + + 
HAVING been a schoolboys’ and girls de- 
ght during the Easter Holiday, “ Toby Tyler” 
(Disney) retires from Studio One. Oxford Street 
tll be back! On Friday. “ The 
Gentlemen (Rank—British) tops the 
One bill A wise choice this 


+ + + 
THERE appears to be no stopping ~ Sink The 
Bismarck! (Twentieth Century-Fox—Cinema- 
Scope—British) The naval epic is sull cutting 
i rare dash at the Rialto, Coventry Street 


+ + 7 


DURING tts” return visit Samson And 
Delilah (Paramount) did remarkably well at the 
Plaza. Make no mistake, there's plenty of life 


League Of 
Studio 


and kudos left in the DeMille opus Vist To 
A Small Planet” (Paramount), Jerry Lewis's 
latest comedy, takes over today 

+ + + 


BELIEVE me, “The Bridge On The River 
Kwai (Columbia—C inemaScope—British) — is 
scormg fluently it othe Columbia Theatre 


Shaftesbury Avenue. One of the really great, it 
has developed into a gilt-edged, long-term in- 
vesiment 


+ + 7 
THE ~ hard 


ticket jobs continue to 
money, but Solomon And Sheba (Unned 
Artists—Super Technirama 70) must leave the 


Astoria, Charing Cross Road. at the end of the 


coin 


week so that “ The Big Fisherman (Disney 
Panavision), another Biblical spectacle, can be 
iccommodated 
+ + + 
SOLTH PACIFIC (Twentieth Century- 


tox—-Todd-AQO) continues to hit the jackpot at 
the Dominion, Tottenham Court Road Ages 
igo Porgy And Bess” (Columbia—Todd-AO) 
was named as its successor, but it looks as if 
Sam Goldwyn’s mammoth musical will have to 


stund m the wings for some time yet 


+ + + 


Iwentith Century-Fox 
(lodd-AQ), is 


Tilk = oth 
( ( 


musical 
holding 


more than 
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ts own at the Victoria Ii 


tage bubbly! 


- ~ + 
BEN-HUR (MGM—Camera —65-P 


vision) just doesn’t know what it is to p 
im empty seat at the Empire and ts unlik 
find out for many a day Pews are 
booked for as far Christmas 
needless to say, that delightful musical, °° G 


Meu opole 


ahead ds 


(MGM—CinemaScope), remains at the Ritz 
+ + + 
Ik YOU'RE looking for a blue foreign 


having big box-office potential, how about i 


Green Mare’s’” Nest (Cross-Channel—|! 
scope—French)? kt opened with a bang at 
Cameo-Royal, Charing Cross Road, and 
gone trom strength to strength. 

NOW FOR the general releases Carry © 


Constable * (Anglo-Amalgamated —British) ended 
its London runs as it started, well and truly in 
the super-colossal money. Its total takings should 
exceed those of the fabulous * Carry On Nurse 

ind it's now 1960 box 


office stakes. When it comes to turning 


clear favourite for the 


selling 


platers and | don’t mean that in derogatory 
sense—into classic winners, no stable can touch 
Anglo. Get on “Carry On Constable’ while 
there's still time 

+ + + 


THE last leg of its suburban release has been 
reached by * The League Of Gentlemen ” (Rank 

British) The crackerjack bank = robbery 
thriller, superbly enacted by Jack Hawkins and 
hand picked co-stars, nas gone down big among 
Grab it—and quick! 


+ + + 


THAT horse of 
spiracy Of Hearts 
standing 


ill classes 


Con 
British), was an out- 
melodrama with re- 
ligious terrific penultimate  sus- 
pense, it nevertheless owed touch of 
to irresistible feminine appeal Subsequent run 
exhibitors can't afford to miss this one, either 


a very different colour, 
* (Rank 

winner A war 
overtones and 


its success 


+ + + 
1 HEAR that Once More, With Feeling 
(Columbia) made a glorious “debut.” | know 


that North-West London audiences are supposed 
to be more refined and choosey than the rest, but 
although Kay Kendall's last comedy is a trifle 
sophisticated, Pm certain its triumphant opening 
week was no flash in the pan 


+ + + 


THAT light-hearted romp at the critics’ ex- 
pense, ~ Please Don't Eat The Daisies ” (MGM 
CinemaScope). cleverly steers the middle 


course between the high- and the low-brow. It's 
scoring steadily, and will finish up well on the 
right side 


+ + + 
IN * A Woman Like Satan (United Artisis 


CinemaScope—French), Brigitte Bardot not 
only runs true to form. but also reveals her 
form The nude gimmick is definitely paying 
off 

+ + + 

THI Warner-Pathe all Slat Technicolo 

* double bill “Cash McCall” and * Guns Of 


The Timberland.” has caught on. It deserves to 


for it combines quality with quantity 
+ + + 
“HELLER IN PINK TIGHTS © (Paramount) 
found the yvorng h heavy ound Lond 
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but, as I've said before, the long grass may suit 
the unusual western better. I hope so. 


+ + 7 


AS A RULE films adapted from TV successes 
click in the cinema, but “ Bottoms Up ™ (Warner- 
Pathe—British) is, unfortunately, proving an ex- 
ception. It’s based on * Whack-O! ” and features 
Jimmy Edwards, but neither the kids nor the 
grown-ups are coming for it, 


- + + 


HERE’S something really out of the rut, ** The 
Savage Eye (Contemporary—America) The 
* X ” certificate dramatic documentary has been 
held over practically everywhere. Independent 
exhibitors, read, mark and inwardly digest! 


+ + 


LASTLY, a personal note. I see many films 
privately and this can only be done with the 
co-operation of prints managers. One of the 
most helpful, anyway so far as I am concerned, 
is Bert Fulilove of Columbia 
pleted 50 years in film business. I know Bert's 
many friends will join me in congratulating 
him, and wishing him much extended “ playing 
time 


RENTERS NEWS 


He's just com- 


Champagne start to 
‘May Wedding’ 


AB-PATHE’s “ May Wedding,” the two-reel 
colour record of the marriage of Princess Mar- 
Antony Armstrong-Jones, will be 
launched with a press preview and a champagne 
Wedding Breakfast on Sunday, May 8. 

Film critics, and gossip writers from the 
national press, magazine feature writers and trade 
press journalists, have all been invited to see 
the first finished print at the Corner Cinema, 
Soho Square, only 48 hours after the 
ceremony 

Re lea sed 
* May 


seller 


garet to 


actual 


through Warner-Pathe Distributors, 
Wedding” has already proved a _ top- 
More than 100 copies have been booked 
for the first week of release, and this colourful 
record of the year’s most memorable event will 
also be seen on board the Queen Mary and 
the Queen Elizabeth for six weeks 

“May Wedding” is being produced by Terry 
Ashwood The commentary will be spoken by 
Sir Michael Redgrave from a script by John 
Pudney with music specially composed and con- 
ducted by Muir Mathieson. 


Skouras sees—and 
likes— Terrace’ 


SPYROS SKOURAS, president of 20th Cen- 


turv-Fox, attended a sneak preview of Jerry 
Wald’s “ From The Terrace” at the Fox theatre 
in San Francisco. 

Mr. Skouras stated afterwards that the picture 
would present the opportunity to 20th-Fox’'s 
British and European organisation that “* Peyton 
Place’ represented to the company’s domestic 
department 

‘From The Terrace” was produc ed and 
directed by Mark Robson and stars Paul New- 
man, Joanne Woodward, Myrna Loy, Ina Balin, 
Leon Ames and Elizabeth Allan 


BIG ADVANCE MONEY 
FOR ‘EXODUS’ 


With nine months to go before the re- 
lease of Otto Preminger’s “ Exodus,” the 
Warner Theatre reports advance 
totalling 219,000 dollars already in 

These sales are based on a single news- 
Paper advertisement that ran in the seven 
daily newspapers on March 28 and represent 
purchases by individuals, groups and organi- 
sations, according to William J. Heineman, 
vice-president of United Artists, which will 
distribute the film. 


orders 


‘Last Voyage’ opens 
at Carlton 


MGM'S Andrew 
tion, “ The Last 


premiere 


and Virginia Stone Produc- 
Voyage opens its West End 
engagement at the Carkton Theatr 
Haymarket, today (Thursday). 

The Last Voyage,” 
Dorothy 
O'Brien 


which stars Robert Stack 
Malone, George Sanders and Edmond 
will be generally released on July 11 


‘Ben-Hur’ charity 
performance 


WHEN World Refugee Year ends on May 31 
it will conclude with a gala charity performance 
of MGM's “ Ben-Hur.” 

This special performance is being held on the 
evening of May 31 at the Empire Theatre, 
Leicester Square, as the final event in the Ma 
of Westminster's Appeal for the World Refu 
Year 

Some tickets, price from 10 guineas to 10s. ¢ 
ire still available, and cheques should be s« 
direct to the Mayor at the Mayor's Parlou 
Westminster City Hall, Charing Cross Roi 
London, W.C.2 


Paramount has another 
Jerry Lewis winner 


HAL WALLIS'S “ Visit to a Small Planet 
is Outgrossing previous Jerry Lewis films in first 
engagements m America 
dated theatre reports 

In the greater New York area, 
took 231,000 dollars at 2 
Loew's Circuit for the five-day 
Easter Sunday Out-of-town 


Strong 


according to consoli 


Paramount 

res of the 
period ending 
openings were 


releasc 


equally 
The picture is also proving a_ big-hold-over 
champion, with outstanding second week grosses 
in many cities 
The picture opens at London's Plaza Theatre 
today (Thursday) 


‘Zorro’ to be shown 
with ‘Gala Day’ 


WALT DISNEY will trade show “ Zorro, the 
Avenger, it Studio One, Oxford Street, today 
(Thursday), at 10.30 a.m. 

Zorro, the Avenger,” starring Guy Williams 


continued on page 22 


Paramount's first 
national convention 
for ten years 


THREE major themes—the company’s aug- 
mented production-distribution programme, the 
development of new star personalities and ex- 
panded national promotion—were emphasised at 
Paramount Pictures’ first national sales conven- 
tion in ten years, convened in Los Angeles under 
the direction of George Weltner, vice-president 
in charge of world sales. 

During the opening day of conferences, Mr 
Weltner focused particular attention on Para 
moum’s strong line-up for the summer, which 
includes two more than in the same 
period last year 


releases 


These pictures are Perlberg-Seaton’s “ The Ra 
Race,” in Technicolor, starring Tony Curtis 
Debbie Reynolds ; Jerry Lewis's “ The Bellboy 
and “Tarzan the Magnificent,” in Eastmar 
Color, starring Gordon Scott and Jock 
Mahoney Alfred Hitchcock's “ Psycho st 
ring Anthony Perkins, Janet Leigh, Vera Mil 
ind John Gavin; and Shavelson-Rose's I 
Started in Naples,” in VistaVision and Techn 
color, starring Clark Gable, Sophi 
Vittorio DeSica. 

Jack Karp. vice-president in charge 
mm, discussed plans for 
Star material. 


Loren 


' 


the grooming 


Activities 


Jerome Pickman, 
advertising 
Martin Davis 
exploitation 
expanded 


activilies 


vice-preside 
] ’ 
publicity and 
national publicity 
manager outlined Par 
promotional! and 


exploitation 
advertising 
moun 
merchand 


In addition to properties already annour 
¢c multi-million dollar pictures individual 
John Wayne, Danny Kaye and } 
were announced by Jack Karp as an 
major Paramount pictures scheduled 
production during the next 18 months. 
Ten of the 27 pictures have been cast w 
Star names and several others are now in 
duction 
John 


tentativels 
entatively 


Wayne will star in Howard H 
tiled “The African Story 
will be filmed in Tanganyika in October 
Danny Kaye will star in a comedy in c 
nd with music which will start next wint 
Frank Sinatra will head the cast of a 
in Technicolor to be made by Mel Shave 
Jack Rose, producer-writer-director 
scale comparable with “ White 
lson and Rose will also make 
s. “ Who's Got the Action?” a con 
and th screen version of Donald Dow: 
novel, * Easter Dinner 
Other highlights in Jack Karp’s report 
following announcements Ant 
will star in ** Helle,”” a nicture to be d 
Roger Vadim, the young French 
Paramount is concluding a 
deal with Ingemar Bergman, Sweden 
vinning director, who made “ Wild 
berries “ and “ The Magician’ Henry 
whose first production for Paramoun 
Taylor Caldwell’s “ Dear and Gloriou 
clan has two other properties to follow 
programme, namely “ Opus 7” and “ Afi 
Arcady. 
al Wallis wil! star Rod Lauren 
coming picture, and in December h 
continued on page 


th 
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GEORGE BERNARD SHAW'S “ The 
Millionairess ” is to be filmed by 20th-Fox in 
conjunction with Anatole de Grunwald. Anthony 
Asquith will direct a top international cast 
headed by Sophia Loren, Peter Sellers, Alastair 
Sim and Vittorio de Sica. 

The film will be 1 Eastman Color and 
Asquith has 
Shooung starts t 


CinemaScope—this is the first time 
worked in CinemaScope 


MGM Elstree on May 17 


The producti one of the costliest of the 
year, follows the policy recently outlined by 
Spyros Skouras and Buddy Adler to make more 


films in Britain when the stories call for 


Major pictures 


cord for longest production 


clivity by an American company in this coun- 
y and it is intended that three more major 
pictur will be produced here this summer 
multaneous w } shooting of The 
Millionairess 
Some of ) c t mos successful pic- 
tures have bes made h country rhe 
Sheriff of | 1! Jaw The Ir of the 
Sixth Happiness H » Block d Sink 
the Bism k 
+ + + 
SAM WANAMAKER “ jded he 
of « d ITC's television 
“ D M { with Patrick 
McG } i} Lonely 
‘ ‘ MGM Ch cs 
l 
8 : } of he 
iit ! ve 
+ + + 
DUBBING I S Innocents 
Joseph Jans K I f duction, is 
a x ed out he w ine re at 
Ww Sound k ‘ mad Shepperton 
Pp . j iW o udios iddition to 
n k le ¢ d 
Th dubb ? “ nr tne largest joo so far 
ind k a ) w the € 
+ + + 
PAT JACKSON is directing Snowball the 
Independent A productio which started 
filming at Be eld Monday 
This is the d series of hour g fea- 
ives which Independent has put into the 


PHONE GER 


STUDIO FILM 
LABORATORIES 


0831-5 


jr 
TITLE & INSERT 
THE PRINCIPAL 


71 DEAN ST. LONDON W.1 


MAKERS 


PRODUCERS 


by BILL EDWARDS 


studios since Never Let Go with Peter 
Sellers and Richard Todd—finished five wecks 
The first was The Big Day directed by 
Peter Graham Scott and starring Donald 
| i Andre Melly, Harry H Corbett, 
William I iklvn and Susan Shaw. The second 
Echo of Barba directed by Sidney Hayers, 
ind starring Mervyn Johns, Maureen Connell 


+ + + 


THE Danzigers’ first venture into full scale 


feature production is now well under way at 
their New Elstree Studios 

It’s The Spider's Web,” screen version of 
the Agatha Christie thriller, and the cast is 
headed by Glynis Johns, John Justin, Cicely 


Courtneidge 


Howard 


Jack Hulbert, David Nixon, Ronald 
Basil Dignam and Ferdy Mayne. 


Production is in Technicolor for United Artists 
releas Godfrey Grayson directs and key unit 


men include lighting cameraman Jimmy Wilson, 
irt director Norman Arnold and _ production 
supervisor Br Taylor 

+ + + 


DIRECTOR Tony Bushell who, by turn, has 
been actor, production adjutant to Laurence 
Olivier on * Hamlet” and “ Richard II” and a 
director on such television series as “ The Four 
Just Men” and * Danger Man,” has returned to 
feature films 


He's Bray, directing * Terror of the Tongs, 
latest in the Hammer repertory of chillers 
Phis sort of picture,” he said, “ is something 


Ive always wanted to do and I must say I'm 
enjoying the experience 


The happiest thing for me about this picture 
is Opportunity to work at Bray. There's a 
fechng here which you don’t meet at many 


studios. Every one, from top to bottom, seems 
to know exactly what's going on. A fact which, 
unhappily, ts not typical of this industry of ours 


You mention a scene number—and whether 


s one of the plasterers or the man on the gate 


knows immediately what it’s all about 

‘The terrific enthusiasm and one-mindedness 
towards film-making here is the nearest thing 
I've met in this country to working in a French 
studio 

Terror of the Tongs scripted by Jimmy 


Sangster, stars Christopher Lec, Geoffrey Toone, 
Yvonne Monlaur, and tells the story of a mer- 
chant seaman in Hong Kong at the turn of the 
century who ts caught up in the activities of the 
1otorious Tong gang 
The n m s 
to Bray 
' 


is only 31 


aspects of 


produced by someone else new 
American Ken Hyman. Though Hyman 

his experience has taken in most 
the industry and he is engaged exclu- 
sively now in packaging deals 

He will his Hammer association with 
‘Blood River 4a pirate picture which he will 
produce at Bray in a couple of months’ time 


continue 
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JANET GREEN WILL 
SCRIPT ‘ASHENDEN ' | 


Screenwriter Janet Green (“Sapphire 
and husband John McCormick are 
write the screenplay of Somerset | 
Maugham’'s “ Ashenden” for filming by 
Universal later this year 

Miss Green's play “ Matilda Shouted | 
Fire ” is now being filmed as “ Midnight 


| 
Lace by Universal in Hollywood with | 
Doris Day, Rex Harrison and Myrna | 
Loy 


She has completed a further script 
“A Gathering of Eagles” 
Universal 


also for 


Hyman has also concluded a deal with Colum- 
dia to make four pictures. One will be a screen 
version of Frederick Mullally’s best-seller 
“Danse Macabre,” and also lined up its a 
Brigitte Bardot subject to be directed by Marcel 
Camus 


+ + 7 


WARWICK ASHTON, who set up the ATV 
Film Unit which he headed until recently, has 
now formed his own company—Warwick Ashton 
Productions 

While still exclusively handling all ATV's 
filmed material Ashton has, during the past six 
months, produced many commercials and docu- 
mentaries 

The company is now fully geared to supply 


ll filming facilities, from television commercials 


a 
to feature productions 


- + + 


PRODUCER-DIRECTOR Robert Aldrich 
himself a three-time festival award-winner—is to 
be a member of the jury at the Cork Film Fes- 
tival which will be held from September 21 to 
September 28 

He is currently working in Mexico directing 
a Bryna Productions Western wih Rock Hudson 
and Kirk Douglas 


+ + + 


*“THE SCAR, a 
Bryanston release, started filming at Twickenham 
on Monday. John Dark produces, Vernon Sewell 
directs and the cast ts headed by Donald Plea- 
sance, Johnny Briggs, Ann Lynn and Hilda 
Fenemore 

Work is nearing completion on the new re- 
recording theatre, and the newly built stage is 
now open to film production and commercials. 


Cresswell co-feature for 


JDChamberséPartnersLid 
CAT 


titles for feature and TV films 


eae ii rao 


Animatior 


sp y fects 


Optical and special ¢ 
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~TeRowiat 


SCREEN GEMS is restarting British TY 
production later this summer. The company, 
which only made one series over here, 
“Ivanhoe,” is now backing film producer 
Charles Schneer in a series of 26 half-hour films 
based on the character of Sinbad the 
Sailor. 

Schneer, who will be executive producer of 
the series, has appointed Sid Cole to handle the 
project and will shoot all the films at Shepper- 
ton Studios 

kk will be 
“The 7th Voyage of 
Dynamation system in 
married to animation 
manner 


that Schneer 
Sinbad” through the 
which live action was 
in an extremely effective 


recalled 


produced 


Important 


An important feature of the motion picture 
was the manner in which human characters 
were reduced to the size of a finger and blown 
up to giant proportions, Similar techniques to 
those seen in the mofgion picture will be used 
in Schneer’s television series. 

This is not the only project which Screen 
Gems will be concerned with this Summer. Part 
of the new series based on Sir Winston Chur- 
chills war memoirs will be made over here 
although the bulk of the material will 
of documentary film 

The tentative title of this series is 
This Day” and it will consist of 26 
episodes sponsored by the ABC 
America 


consist 


Action 
half-hour 
network in 


Successful 


One of the most successful TV producers in 
the States will be in charge of this project. He 
is Edgar Peterson whose record includes * Have 
Gun, Will Travel” and “ Gun Law.” 

Approximately 30 per cent. of the series will 
be made up of dramatic cameos based on scenes 
suggested in Churchill's memoirs 

There will be an English and American nar 
rator: the first using words from the memoirs 
and the second acting as a link between scenes 
and episodes 

Peterson 1s also expected to shoot the British 
sequences of “ Action This Day ” at Shepperton 
Studios 


+ + + 


AN ALL-ROUND reduction in the ITV 
of the time spent watching television in 
ITV homes is reported for the first 
1960 

During the past two 
been 71 per cent. but share 
percentages for the past six months have been 
October—70 per cent., November—67 per cent 
December—66 per cent., January 
February—67 per cent., and March 

In the first quarter of 1960 only 67 per cent 
f the time spent viewing television in ITV 
BBC homes was devoted to ITV. reports Tele- 
ision Audience Measurement Ltd 

The following TAM figures are the ITV per 
centage shares of viewing during the first quar 

of 1960, the percentage for the first 
of 1959 being shown in parentheses 


share 
BBC 


quarter of 


ITV's 


separate monthly 


years share has 


69 per cent., 


66 per cent 


quarter 
London 6§ 


by TONY GRUNER 


(71) Midlands 72 
Scottish 64 (71) 


(75) Northern 69 
South Wales and West 62 (67) 
Southern 64 (66); North Eastern 71; Eas 
Anglia 63, and Ulster 71 

The ITA transmitters serving North Eastern 
East Anglia and Ulster TV did not commencx 
operations until January 15, 1959, October 27, 
1959, and October 31, 1959, respectively 

In the East Anglia and Ulster areas, the ITV 
share of viewing time this vear show marked 
increases Over those in November and December 
1989—the first two months of ITV transmis- 
Separate ITV percentages for November 
December, January, February and March were 
East Anglia—55, 57, 64, 63, and 63: Ulster—67 
64, 71, 71, and 70 


+ + + 


IT LOOKS as if it will be a lean summer for 
American companies in Britain wishing to sell 
programmes to the British networks 

Judging by a round-up from the various com- 
panies, only one new American series has been 
bought by ITV for network showing and this is 
the MCA Revue western “ Bonanza.” 

CBS is negotiating with the BBC for a comedy 
serics but no news of any deal has been made 
public 

Compared with last year there seem to be 
fewer American products on British scre 
ever before. Naturally this can be partly ex 
plained by the time taken up by the one-hour 
westerns like “ Wagon Train 
and “ Maverick ‘ 

The half-hour 
“ Wyatt Earp ” 


sions 


ns than 


“ Cheyenne 


westerns with exception of 
and “ Gun Law” appear to be 


osing their popularity as are detective thrillers 
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ULSTER LA daninieis 


John Huston, internationally famous 

film director, paid a visit to Belfast 

when he appeared on Ulster TV 

recently. Here he is with S. E 

Reynolds, programme controller for 

Ulster TV, and Lord Antrim, chairman 
of the company 


which has 
months 
seems to be spre. 


with the 


like “Johnny Staccato 
seen in London for 
A new pattern 
America to this country 
the one-hour programmes whether 
filmed. And in Britain, at least, the cor 
and the BBC have never been more cl 
For many American companies who spec 
in the action type of series, new diffix 
been caused by the BBC/ITV 
the TV 


sequences 


many 


cCampaiut 
screen clear of unwholesome and 
In other words, the new Brit 
dency will be to favour situation con 
drama, documentary-type subjects and 
grammes that give added prestige 

Force of circumstance is moving th 
forward in the direction of quality fan 
tainment 


BRITAIN'S NEWEST STUDIOS 


CITY OF LONDON 
RECORDING STUDIOS 


Band Sessions, Radio Presentations 
and latest techniques incorporating 
Electronic and Acoustic Reverberation 


9-13 OSBORN ST., LONDON. £.1 
‘Phone: Bishopsgate 4864/5 
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REVIEW S—continued from page 10 


time of the vital board meeting. The vote against 
Caesar is unanimous, and the shock kills him. 
At the shareholders’ meeting, Brutus tries to 
defend himself and his associates, but Mark’s 
frank speech makes a deeper impression on the 
assembly. Mark, persuaded by Paula, his secre- 
lary, and Portia, Brutus’s wife, finally forgives 
Brutus, but Brutus commits suicide 
Production.—The picture's leading characters’ 
names are, it will be observed, borrowed from 
Shakespeare, but its tale definitely has topicality. 
Norman Wooland contributes a moving per- 


formance as the conscience-stricken Brutus: 
Philip Saville convinces as the loyal Mark ; 
Douglas Wilmer registers as the shifty Cassius: 
and Lisa Daniely and Marion Mathie display 


genuine feeling as Paula and Portia. Its distaff 
side is never sold short, there are tense moments 
and its ending is highly dramatic, if a trifle 
pat. The Financial Times and Woman in one, 
it's definitely a sound speculation 


Points of Appeal.— Holding story, popular and 
talented cast, provocative ttle, handy footage, 
quota ticket and U certificate. 


Valley of the Redwoods 


Twentieth Century-Fox. 

S< vpe. Directed by 

ing John Hudson 
6,300 feet 


American (U), Cinema- 
William N. Witney. Featur- 
Lynn Bernay and Ed Nelson. 
Release May 16, 1960 
ROMANTIC melodrama, unfolded at 
a lumber camp. Photographed in CinemaScope 
it concerns two men and a girl who stage a 
‘perfect hold-up, but run into unexpected 
snags, quarrel among themselves and pay a heavy 
price for their misdemeanour The leading 
players convince, there are moments of tension 


crime 


and the backdrop obviously authentic, but, 
holding as it is, overall would have been 
much improved if the thugs had given the 
strident orchestra both barrels Reliable 
* second. 


Story.—Jan Spencer, comely secretary of a 
timbe concern operating near the Rockies. 
Wayne Randall, her ver, and Dino Michaelis, a 


professional safe-cracker, plan to grab the com- 
pany'’s payro Jan smuggles the men into her 
office, but, jus hey finishing the job 
Dave, the manage nfatuated by Jan, appears 


Jan whisks Dave off to her flat, and Wayne and 
Dino knock out Jox he watchman, wound a 


highway patrolman and secure the loo Wayne 
s hit and when Jan joins them she feels he 
should have medical attention and the money 
be returned Wayne and Dino fight and Dino 
using Jan as hostage, starts walking Wayne 
OV ikes the p but in the fir showdown 
Wayne receives another bullet from Dino, Jan 
shoots Dino and the police arriv 


Production...The picture is skilfully carpen- 


d S$ main planks carry strong suspense 
ind has a Salutary and showmanlike climax, 
but the musical director insists upon getting into 
he ac The music, or rather monotonous 

rping on a few sping notes, is maddening 


hut, fortunately, nor fatal. Lynn Bernay is quite 


attractive and earns some synzpathy as the foolish 
Jan, and John Hudson and Ed Nelson contrast 
effectively as Wayne and Dino. 


Points of Appeal.—Taut tale, competent team, 
husky highlights, feminine angle, CinemaScope 
and, believe it or not. U certificate 


Murder by Contract 


Columbia. American (X)._ Directed by Irving 

Lerner. Featuring Vince Edwards, Phillip Pine 

and Herschel Bernardi. 7,217 feet. Release not 
fixed 

OFF-BEAT crime melodrama. lt's about a 
professional killer who is hired to liquidate a 
woman, but doesn’: relish the job because of his 
intended victim's sex and finally pulls a boner 
in circumstances that bring about his own violent 
end. There is little light relief, but Vince 
Edwards's sharp stellar portrayal, amplified by 
resourceful direction, eases its lengthy climb to 
a stern and spectacular climax. Stark and intel- 
ligent case history, it should hold the majority. 
Reliable adult * second.’ 

Story.—Claude, a psychopath urgently needing 
big money, joins amurder = syndicate. He 
smoothly passes initial tests and is assigned to 
climinate Billie Williams, pianist key witness in 
a California tax evasion trial. Claude’s shadows, 
Mare and George, become impatient, but Claude 
insists upon relaxing on the beach and golf 
course. After expressing reluctance to kill a 
woman, Claude makes two unsuccessful “ stabs " 
at Bilhe, whose palatial home has a police 
cordon. The syndicate promptly orders Marc 
and George to dispose of Claude. but Claude 
turns the tables on them. Finally, Claude gets 
into Billie’s room, but hasn't the nerve to strangle 
her and the cops shoot him down 

Production.—The picture has an untidy start, 
but infttrest quickens immediately its central 
character is dissected and there are no let-ups 
until the “ourtain™ heavily drops. Vince 
Edwards contributes a fascinating performance 
as the deep-thinking, sensitive, yet homicidal 
Claude, Phillip Pine and Herschel Bernardi do 
their stuff as the jittery Marc and George. and 
Caprice Toriel meets emotional demands as the 
frightened Billie. The direction shows imagin- 
ation, the guitar accompaniment is most effec- 


live, and the cameraman leaves nothing to 
chance 

Points of Appeal.—lIntriguing story, good 
acting, provocative ttle, and tense, morally 


sound tade-out 


Come Back Africa 


Directed by 
Zachariah, Vinah 
Release not fixed 


Contemporary imerican (A) 
Lionel Rogosin Featuring 
and Arnold, 8.100 feet approx. 

DOCUMENTARY melodrama, made by 
Lione! (* On the Bowery’) Rogosin It con- 
cerns a Zulu who seeks work in Johannesburg, 
but suffers indignity and brutality from some 
whites and subsequently learns that his wife 
has been assaulied and murdered by a black. 
The acting by the amateur cast is uneven, but 
imaaginat ive camera work enables it to transcend 
minor faults and present a vivid account of 
racial discrimination in the Union. Exploitable 
art house proposition. 


Production. — The picture, 


pivoting on 


KIA-ORA 
CUP SQUASH 


GOLDEN ORANGE SQUASH 1- 
also ORANGE or LEMON 6d 


Firm favourites with every audience 


Kia-Ora Cup Squash Dept. 33 Rushworth Sr. 


London, S.E.1 WAT 3063 
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Sophiatown, a squalid slum area since destroyed 
is about an uneducated Zulu who obtains many 
jobs in Johannesburg, but exasperates to n 
and arrogam white employers, and his wife, by 
his casualness. Later, he gets arrested for sccp 
ing with his spouse in circumstances that amoun 
to trespass, and on his release discovers his wif: 
dead, killed by a hoodlum of his own race 
while defending her honour. 

Points of Appeal.—Headline 
obvious selling angles. 


The Last Blitzkrieg 


Directed by 
Johnson, 
7,602 feet. 


subject and 


Columbia. American (A). 
Dreifuss. Featuring Van 

Mathews and Dick York. 
not fixed 
FAR-FETCHED Wor'd War II melodrama. 
It concerns an English-speaking German, son 
of a Nazi general, who masquerades as a Gl, 
but, after trying to sabotage America’s war 
effort, is nauseated by Hutlerism and makes resti- 
tution with his own life. The players work hard 


Arthur 
Kerwin 
Release 


and its backgrounds carry conviction, but 
romance and comedy, as well as credibility, are 
lacking. Little popular and no feminine appeal 


here. So-so “ secon 


Story.—During World War Il, Richardson, a 
German general's son who = speaks English 
fluently and knows American customs, mingles 
among U.S prisoners of war, gains valuable in- 
formation for the Nazis and causes the deaths 
of many GIs Richardson, Wilitz, a sadistic 
Nazi, and other English-speaking Germans sub- 
sequently pose as Yanks, filter behind the Allies’ 


lines and engage in saboiage. Ludwig, a 
German-speaking American, becomes suspicious 
and exposes them and all are killed, except 


Richardson, luckily saved by German reinforce- 
ments. The Nazis then start mowing down the 
Yanks, but Richardson, disgusied, throws 
grenades at his own forces and dies con- 
demning Hitler. 

Production.—Ihe picture creates some sus. 
pense, but, despite capable acting, alert direction 
and realistic atmosphere, heightened by skilfully 
dovetailed library “ shots,”’ fails to convert the 
belated indictment of Nazism into saleable box- 
office fare. Van Johnson skilfully handles a 
ticklish chore as Richardson, Kerwin Mathews 
registers as the maniacal Wilitz, and Dick York 
is adequate as Ludwig. 


Points of Appeal.—Cast and occasional! thrills. 


Men Without Morals 


Miracle. Franco-Belgian (X). Directed by 
Bernard Roland. Featuring Juliette Mayniel, 
Sami Frey and Claude Titre. 7,829 feet. 
Release not fixed 

SEAMY-SIDE melodrama with a _ Franco- 
Belgian label. It centres on a youth who gets 
into bad company, but extricates himself at the 
price of his sister's honour. There are two 
accidental killings, as well as rape and blackmail, 
but sympathy ioe the “ heroine" mellows the 


rough stuff and est bli shes fe minine appeal. 
Reliable Continental thick ear.” 
Story.—Vicky, one of a truculent teenage 


Taretta, a vicious crook, 
after the latter ridicules him and threatens to 
carve up his pet monkey They fight and 
Taretta falls on Vicky's knife and dies. Later, 
Vicky and his friend, Bernard, involve Josette, 
‘icky’s sister, while disposing of Taretta’s body. 
Lino, a tough seaman, sees them and subse- 
quently Wlackmails Josette into giving herself to 
him. He makes a second appointment, but when 
Josette tells Michel, her fiancé, and Vicky, they 
trap Lino and knock him unconscious. Lino 
recovers before they can finish him off in a 
furnace, but promptly walks into a truck and 
is killed. 
Production,— The 
near the bone, resists the temptation to labour a 
moral, yet never deliberately courts the sensa- 
tional. Juliette Mayniel contributes a moving 
performance as Josette; Sami Frey convinces as 
Vicky; Claude Titre is a manly Michel: and 
Folco Lulli looks the part as the lecherous Lino 
Points of Appeal.—-Stark plot, bold charac- 
terisation, authentic waterfront backgrounds. 
title and obvious exploitation angles. 


group, quarrels with 


picture, a slice of life cut 
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Showmanthip 


IN MANCHESTER, George Baker at the 
G t reminded me of something we seem 
to miss in showmanship and management these 
days—the fun we used to get out of doing the 
job. 


Showmanship is a very personal thing; a form 
of self expression that cannot be fully realised 
if operated to a pattern set by someone else. 
If showmanship ceases to give you a kick and 
sense of fulfilment, then I think you will never 
find management a satisfying job. 

This was one of my fears over the continual 
“ Drives "—which sap the fun out of the job. 
Only the good old-timers, to whom showmanship 


by FRANK HAZELL 


is part of their personal and working life, can 
retain that exhuberance of the “ man with the 
drum.” 

Showmanship in the cinema has perforce fallen 
in line with the wider and more scientific field 
of advertising, but in our world of make-believe 
I think we should encourage again that indi- 
viduality which finally percolates into the 
theatre itself. 

Cinema can never be the impersonal job of 
other public services, It must impart a sense 
of fun and enjoyment, which can never be given 
by the clockwork form-fillers and the set-pat- 
tern campaign operators. 


THE COMPANY OF SHOWMEN 


A holiday service for customers 


R. E. CROCKETT, Elite, Nottingham, made 
his main exploitation line for “ Journey to the 
Centre of the Earth,” a series of window d‘splays 
linked to travel agents. One main agent erected 
a complete booking office in the theatre foyer 
for Continental holidays. Apart from proving 
an excellent display tie-up for the film, it pro- 
vided a good service to patrons at the planning 
stage of their holidays. The main coach opera- 
tors placed 500 slips on their vehicles for the 
two weeks of playdate 

Another foyer display at the same theatre had 
“Road Safety” as its theme Through the 
British School of Motoring a “ static trainer” 
was installed in the foyer and patrons were 
asked to test their reaction to the projected pic- 
ture, which helps to create almost the exact 
conditions of driving. 


Postcards 


Another good gimmick from L. A. Money- 
penny, Odeon, Jersey. He bought up a job-lot 
of postcards with views of the Island and had 
these overprinted with theatre and programme 
details, They were distributed at hotels and 
holiday camps, and would no doubt find their 
way to all parts of the country as well as 
providing some basic entertainment information 
for those staying on the Island. 

The overprinting was done in a form of 
P.S. . Just off to see this week's film at the 
Odeon. 


Bookshop displays 


B. L. Coppock, Odeon, Liverpool, had good 
displays in his bookshop for “On The Beach.” 
Over 13 c»-operated and each contained stills and 


full film and theatre credits. Other trader dis- 
plays were with music dealers and a P.A. van, 
placarded with posters, made a city tour. 


At the Regal, Aberdeen, J. Laing had a good 


piece of showman’s luck in having booked 
Turn Over™ at the time Julia Lock- 
ood was appearing at the local theatre A 
ersonal appearance was arranged in company 
th the Woman Editor of the local paper 
result—full feature coverage with candid camera 
shot of the visit; a good example of scizing 
the best advantage from local circumstances 

Mr. Laing also had a full 
for “ Tommy the 
Nun's Story ” 
For this film 


Please 


composite page 
Toreador * and for “ The 
some outstanding press coverage 
i special premiere night reception 


NEW MEMBERS 


A. M. Donaldson, Odeon, Greenock 
P. G. Franklin, Ritz, Barnsley 

K. J. Gray, Ritz, Aldershot 

K. Pickering, Whitehall, Rotherham 
R. V. Saffin, A/M., Ritz, Aldershot 


B. S. Tooke, A/M., 
Yarmouth. 


T. Whittaker, Savoy, Wolverhampton 


SEAL OF MERIT 
R. Charles, (second), manager of the 
Regal, Camberwell (Life Member No 
286). 


Regent, Gt 


was held and with the Lord Provost of Ab 
deen seven other Provosts were present 

In the same field is Harry Murray's scheme ; 
the Gaumont, Sheffield, which he calls a * Wh 
Stick week. 

Blind or partially-blind — px 
vited to come to the theatre and 
guests—all they 
white stick 

Harry intends to make the offer when filn 
particularly suited to the sightless are b 
ing shown, In this case it was “ The Hors 
Soldiers,” and besides being a grand gesture o 
public relations, it's the kind of thing Harr 
makes a speciality of—thinking of th 
tunate just for the fun of do ng it 


have to do is 


less for- 


In Sheffield there are nearly 1,500 people who 
could take advantage of the offer 

Another personal visit arranged by T. E. Ralph, 
Gaumont, Richmond, to the “ Star and Gart 
Home ™ gained extensive press coverage Lind 
Castle made a tour of the home and me 
of the disabled ex-Servicemen following 
screening of “ The Shakedown " in the 
private cinema. While the visit again 
top public relations for star and film 
provided relaxation and that little ex 
ment for men who had served the 
and suffered because of it. 


— 


Surprise item or the Minors Club at the Savoy, Teddington, recently was the presentation 
of the Lyons Maid Road Race Cup to 14-year-old Geoffrey Gregan of Teddington. The cup, won at 
the Schoolboys’ Own Exhibition, was presented by Russell Boorer, Lyons Maid cinema and multiples 


supervisor (right). 


Also in the picture is A. W. J. Mobbs, manager of the Savoy 
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ALLGOOD, J. V., Empire, Mansfield: Third Man On 
The Mountain Alexander, R.. Odeon, Bilston: The 
Devil's Disciple The Fiv Pennies (2) Anderton 
R.. Gaumont, Ch r: P w Talk Amies, A. G., 
Broadwa Petertx ugh The Hea he Summer 
Abell, D. G., Ode Brighton: Happy Anniversar 
Affolter, L. M.. Odeon, Crew The Horse Soldiers 
Ames, J. O., Odeon, Weybrid Odds Against T 
norrow Amerena P. C.. Odeon Ramsgate 
Anatom f a Murs Bb ved Infidel (2 

BOWER, C. F., Sta Kilt Happy Anniversary 
Brown, J. A., Gau ut, Edinburgh: On The Beach 
Bedford, H., Chun Derb Th Came To Cor 
jura, On The Bea (2) Bird, T. W.. Gaumont 
Whutle Ba D At Large Reetles, B. W., 
Ok Cheetham H Th z and |. Baker, 
R. A. A’M, Hipp ser: Desert Mix 
The Shakedown (2 Baxter, F.. Picture House 
Lewester h G Rus " Bignell, A. 
Odeon, Re On The Bou Bishop, D. R.. Pia 
hous Cruildford J ; the ¢ t the 
Far\t Bennett, KR. W.. Gaun Novunghan 
De Mice Baker, P. H., Ode P mouth: Th 
Crimson Pirate Brinley, L. J... Gaumon Exeter 
Babette Goes t War Bromiley, E., Gaumont, Old 
har The Horse S t Blease, G. B., Odeon 
B mn: The Horse Soldiers Brissenden, F. E., 
Gaumon Dover. The Shakedown 

CRISP A. G., Odeon Southend \ Touch f 
Larcen Happy A versary The Battle f the 
Sexes Channing. T., Giaumont, Middlesbrough 
The Shakedown. Conway, C. D., Od He rd 
The Wonderful Counts They Came To Cordura 

: Cockburn, R. C., Odeon, Skip The Five 
Pennies Cheepen, M.. A ria, Old Kent Road 
Journe he ¢ f f the Barth Crook, T. W. 
Casin l iverp The Best of Everything Carter, 
E. C.. Gaumont Daxgenhan Operat Petticoat 
Cross, P. A., Odeon, Shirley The I Pennies 
Clarke, D., Odeon, Derby: Press pub Carey, 
D. P.. A/M., Od Portsmouth: Jazzboat. Court, 
H. J... Gaumont, P nouth: Our Man In Havana 
Coe, D. 31... AIM Ritz, Southend: Beloved Infide 
Cook, R. L., O Middiesbrough The Came 
To Cordura. Craig, B. L, Odeon, Cardiff an of 
the Moment Chappelow, J. M., Odeon, Colindale 
The Javhawker Crawley. V. A.. Odeon, Seven 

ak Anaton f Murder Campbell, H., Ritz 

Southend: 17 Y Love The Shakedown 
Our Man In Havana Yate At Midnight (4 Chan- 
trey. G. M., Od aszow: Stawe show, Anaton 

f a Murder Cane, P.. AM Onde South 
ea: Our Man In Havana Clark, J. D.. Majestic 
I j Jazzboa Carter, P. S., Rega Edmonton 
Hap Anniv ‘ Coppock, B. L.. A/M., Odeon 
Liv On The Beact Crane, G. V., Odeon 
N t oO Ma I Havana Close, C. C.,, 
Ga B 0 Ihe Beach 

DEACON, V. H t Coven B 1 In 
tid Ditcham, ( r.. Od K t Odds 
\ga I row Donbar, R. A.. Acaden 
Brigh Ana a Murder Dickinson, J. F., 
Od Rochda Tt Hor Soldiers Downes, 
R. H.. Gaun Birkenhead: D M Donkin, 
w.T Odeon, Motherwe The W ful Countr 
Dawson, A. F Od Dar The Horse 
Sold Dilks, G., AM Gau Leicester 
Ba G Wa Dracott, CC. H.. Odeon 
I rp Ana a Murder Dawson, G. V., 
Odeon Wortt x Happ Annive ir 

ELCOCK G P.. O Dea Caree Evans, 
R. T.. Gau Shept ts Bust Pub rela } 

FAL D. P.. Gau North Shield | Want To 
Liv This Earth Is M I ow A Star G). Fairs 
H. R., Emp Ald ‘ The Horse Soldiers, They 
Came To Cordura Frankland. D. G., Odeon 
We Hartlepo Childr b. Field, F. J... Odeon 
Barrow Th Bridal Patt Fenner. J. B.. Odeon 
Brad i; Look Life Frisby. E. H., Empire 
Coventry The FBI Story Frewin, G. Dz, 
CGsaumon Roche The Navy Lark Fisher, J. B.. 
A KC Hu Pathe ‘ Francis, M. B.. AM 
CGaumon Bromiley Operation Petticoa Firman 
S. A.,. Odeon, Hatfield: Public relations, Stage show 

Fletcher, K. C,, Odeon, Horshan Anacomy 

» Murder Fairs, H. R.. Empire Aldersh« 

On The Beach Farmer, R.. Gaumoni, § Alban 
The Jayvhawker Fountaime, F. J.,. Odeon, Noiiine 
ham: Look At Life. B ved Infidel, Pillow Talk (3) 

GOWER. J. E.. AM Gaumont Wolverhampton 
The Shakedown, Stage show (2) Gasper. Bus 
Odeon Hornchurch On The Beach Operation 
Petticoat (2 Gent, H.. Hippodrome, Liverpx 

ri Greaves, W. +» Gaumont, Dudle 

f Everything Gaukrodger. J.. Odeon 
Rotherham: The Horse Soldiers Gordon, R. E.. 
Odeon. Lianelly: They Came To Cordura. Goulding, 
J.,. Odeon Southal Opera n Petticoat Grant, 
& AM Astoria Streathan Anatom f : 
Murder Gilchrist, B.. Gaumom, Carlisle: Libs 
Gibson, J.. Parade, Dennistoun: The Five Pennies 
Glasgow, J. G.. Odeon, Wembley: Happy Anni- 
versary Green, J. A., Birmingham: South Pacific 
Theatre public (2) 


The Showman 


commends ... 
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KINE.-MGM £600 SHOWMANSHIP CONTEST 


Frogmen helped with ‘Mary Deare 


THE Sub Aqua Club co-operated with assistant 
manager B. Baron when he exploited “* The 
Wreck of the Mary Deare at the Ritz, Brad- 
ford 

Ihe club arranged presentations of equipment 
n the theatre vestibule and in their own head- 
quarters Specially compiled leaflets were 
printed at no cost to the theatre and distributed 
by the club members who attended several sports 


shops in the area 
A frogman toured the 
town publicising playdate 
Extra quads were posted and box-office cards 


busy sections of the 


sent to hotels, clubs, etc 

Another campaign for “ The Wreck of the 
Mary Deare was submitted by manager A. 
Heaton of the Regal, Darlington 

The Northern Dispatch co-operated by run- 
ming the children’s colouring competition and 


also dedicated their main window to the film 

A composite page appeared in the paper and 
was a good effort 

Heralds were distributed at NAAFI and ser- 
vicemen’s canteens at Catterick Camp and Mid- 
dieton St. George RAF Station 


Overprinted paper bags were used by con- 
fectioners 
Several window tic-ups were linked with the 


book of the film and underwater equipment 

The opening night was presented on a grand 
scale with local dignitaries, including the Mayor 
ind Mayoress of Darlington, attending 


Student displays 


The Oldham Schoa@ of Art helped to publicise 

The Naked Maja” at the Odeon, Oldham 

Manager G. W. Granfield writes that the 
students displayed many of their own paintings 
in an exhibition staged in the theatre foyer dur- 
ing the week preceding playdate 


Iwo students spent their evenings painting a 
modern interpretation of The Naked Maja 
which created a great deal of interest m play- 
da < 


From J, Burns-Moyes of the Odeon, Swiss Cot 
tage, 1 photograph of his striking front- 
of-house display for “* Libel.” 

The theatre has a wide frontage which was 
emphasised with an under canopy streamer 
carrying utle with star names on either side with 
panels masking the outer uprights. Meanwhile 
the front of the canopy carried a line. 
The overall effect was neat and striking. 

Assistant manager D. W. Rutter sends a cam- 
paign for “ The House Of The Seven Hawks” 
carried out at the Odeon, Southampton 

Bookmarks were used by newsagents and 
libraries during the week before playdate. Many 
local shops used overprinted bags for their sales. 

An art exhibition was staged by manager T. W. 
Bird for the screening of * The Naked Maja ™ at 
the Gaumont, Whitley Bay This consisted of 
works by local artists which were presented in 
the thea’ e foyer during the week of playdate. 


comes 


ieaser 


Illustrations 


Another good display featured a giant artist's 
palette and brushes which contained illustrations 


of some of the world’s greatest paintings of 
beautiful women 
Miscellaneous windows were obtained for 


theatre publicity: a letter of endorsement was 
mailed to the discriminating type of patron; pic- 
torial quads were sited in special situations, 

To capture the mood of the film, particular 


attention was given to the type of music p 
over the non-syne prior to the trailer and 
film, 

For the screening of “ It Started With A Kis 


at the Odeon, Wolverhampton, manager R. J. Fel- 
ton arranged a street stunt in conjunction w 
pram shop 

A perambulator and a life-size doll were b« 
rowed and a member of the staff, dressed as 
children’s nurse, wheeled these around the town 
Credit cards were prominently displayed and th 
entire stunt created good deal of attention 
Additional press space was inserted in the HW 
verhampton Chronicle 


a 


- 


Newsboard 


An animated newsboard was used by manage 
H, N. Minnican of the Gaumont, Sunderland, for 
advance publicity for “ The Naked Maja.” 

Several book tie-ups resulted from the Pan 
national promotion. Other windows were linked 
with artist and photographers’ materials. 

The Principal of the Sunderland College of 
Arts, and his wife, along with other notable 
celebrities in the world of art, were invited to 
the opening night performance. This received 
favourable mention in the local press. 


A * News and Views” board contained pro- 
motion editorial and press stills of “It Started 
With A Kiss” at the Gaumont, Falkirk. This 


commenced the campaign submitted by manager 
A. W, F, Wall, The unit was later boosted by 
the addition of a display including quads, stills 
and artwork 

A thousand bookmarks 
libraries; personal 


were placed with 
letters were mailed to fac- 
Suggesting block bookings; shop tie-up 
cards were sited locally and the of the 
Falkirk Mail and Grangemouth Advertisers 
and blocks 


tories, 


editors 


scene 


igreed to publish editorial 


When a cinema makes an effort for charities 

no reward is expected so this token of ap- 

preciation from the Guide Dogs for the Blind 

Association must have been a very pleasant 

surprise for the Odeon, Stockton, children’s 
club and manager B. Goldthorpe 
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SITUATIONS VACANT 


BRC reguires Unit Manager Film 
Department, Television esponsible to 
Film Operations Manager for on-the 
spot co-ordinat ion of a faciluies used 
n shooting of film at Television Film 
Studios, Ealing, and, for major pro 

tions, on location. Directly responsible 
him Gameras lights sound and 
Department personnel at the time 
filming Required ¢ co-ordinate 
ities of Design, Make-up and Ward- 
Productions re 
Services and Enginecring 
with such filmine 
had considerable 
all aspects of film making 
They must be authoritative, able to make 
quick decisions, and prepared to take 
responsibility Salary £1,395 (possibly 
higher if qualifications exceptional) rising 
by five annual ncrements to £1,770 
max. p.a. Requests for application forms 
(enclosing addressed envelope and 
quotung reference 60.G.212 K.W_) should 
reach Appointmen:s Officer. Broadcasting 
House, London, W 1, within five days 


BBC requires Film Operat 
in Manchester to be 
Producer (Films) for 
Region Film Unit Duties nclude 
scheduling of al! film services involving 
deployment of production staff and 
equipment for hooting editing and 
dubbing. Responsible for advance budget- 
ng of each film operation, liaison woth 
contract film mpanies and supervision 
f film technical standards. Must be fully 
conversant with a branches of film 
production; work and 
staff essential! a tical experience of 
him direction, edi or camera work 
an advantage vy £1,395 (possibly 
higher if qua yal) rising 
by five annual ir ments to £1,770 max 
pa Requesis application forms 
(enclosing addressed envelope and 
quoting 60.G 213 K.-W.) should 
reach Officer, Broadcast- 
r wil within five 


associated 
must have 
experience of 


ons Manager 
responsible to 


operation of North 


ability to organise 


ms excepti 


reference 
App 
House 


niments 


London 


WANTED 
cinema 


Bridport 


Second 
immediate 


Operator B 
Manager Palace 


OPERATOR RELIEF 
FIVE-DAY WEEK —S 
CENTRAL CINEMA 


PART-TIME 
BOOKKEEPER 
exhibitor’s West 
only —Monda 
own office —O 
Weekly 


MANAGER 
GLEN. NEW 
EASTBOURNI 


ACCOUNTS CLERK 
(female) required = for 
End iffic e Mc rnings 
Frida p salary and 
Box 640, Kinematograph 


'BOOKKE EPER 
office 


assistant ¢ Manager 


»wwiledue of 
quired as major 
Company's NAIROBI Office Write fully 
M Box 637, Kinematograph Weekly 


SALESMAN 
red for SOUTH 


preferably sing r 
AFRICA 

al) aspects t cine 
Writ e K Box 635 
Weekly 


mic 

Must he 
ma equip 
nemat 


pees 
CHIEF project 


wages given 

able to maintain all 
solid knowledge f stage 
Savoy Theatre, Kettering 


equipment 
equipment 


VALUERS 
to the 
MOTION 
PICTURE 
INDUSTRY 


PROMINENT 


Urgently Wanted 


CINEMAS 


with LARGE CAPACITIES in 


POSITIONS 


SUBSTANTIAL CASH Fl 


HARRIS & GILLOW 


SURVEYORS, AUCTIONEERS & ESTATE AGENTS 


VALUERS FOR THEATRES & TO THE CINEMATOGRAPH INDUSTRY 
93 & 95 Wardour Street, London, W.1. 


FUNDS AVAILABLE 


GERrard 2504 (7 lines) 


e- 


and have 


SITUATIONS VACANT (contd.) 
RELIEF 


June to 
and 
638, 


ndon area, from 
September chusive £14 p.w 
expenses; five-da week N Box 
Kinematograph Weekly 


WANTED: dynamic go 
for London Branc 
renter Only top ed 
staff advised.—J Box 634 
graph Weekly 


EXPERIENCED AND 
SECOND OPERATOR 
GROSS WAGI il 
ONCE FOR INTERVIEW 
CINEMA POTTERS BAR 
TEI 3819 


PUBLICIST Major Br 
tish Film Ex-manageria 
personnel wou t co dered I OX 
633, Kinematograph 

PROJECTIONIST reauired for key 
West End wit experience of 
Magnetic (¢ 
Box 631 

THIRD Prov 
Poly Cinema, Rex 


PROJECTIONISTS, 2nd and 


Rex. East nchiev Good 
conditions. —TUD 2233 


manager, I 


ahead salesman 
ssive mayor 
apply wn 


Kinema 


progre 


MIDDX 


cine 
nen equipment Cs 
Apply (ame 


ird, ft 


and 


wares 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


assistant 
operating 
experience; 
any where 
amberwell 
ondon, S.E.5 


MANAG ER 
shel work ny 


P: arkside, Wolla N 


LOOK TO 
THE FUTURE 


with the best 
FRAMES AND PUBLICITY 
COMBINED SERVICE 
CLASSIC DISPLAYS LTD., 


305-7 Upper Street, London, N.1 
CANonbury 9401-2 


FOR SALE 


ALI IN PERFECT CONDITION 
Two 1957 S I ar ( Type x0 
three-phase ‘50-80 amp 
Westar projectors (1950); tw 
anamorphic lenses 
Westar 
lenses; (¢ 
frame 
Enquiries 
Coalville 


tihers; two 
Hilux Val 
fittings for 
projectors and n. backing 
inemaScope scre and tubular 
approx - ee , is ft 
Deeminy Cinema, 
Leics 


WANTED 


700 Cinema Seats 
designed for super 
secondary B., Bo 
Weekly 


WANTED 


Must be 
mion, condition 
Kinematograph 


Drive 


Andrew's 


Displays 


of exceptional 
finish & distinction 


COLTMAN'S 


FRAMES 


STILL and POSTER 


BACKGROUNDS 
CASES & CABINETS 


CATEGORY BOARDS 
SEAT INDICATORS 
INTERCHANGEABLE 
LETTER BOARDS 


Outright Sale or fully 
maintained and serviced at 
low inclusive weekly charge 


COLTMAN’S 


FAIRFIELD WORKS 
HOUNSLOW 3265-6 


CINEMAS FOR SALE 


SMALL freeho 
sale or lease Cine 
equipment Su 
H Box 632, Kine 

SMALI 
fully equipped 
profits of over £1,000 
igement 3-bedroome 
1g : i £200 pn 
mium £1,500 part 
remain Excellent oppo 
manager l Box 63 


PREMISES TO LET 
SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 
Film/Office/Showroom/Storage 
accommodation available on Ground 


Floor and Basement 


SHAWS 78 Shaftesbury Av., W.1. GER 585) 


OFFICES TO LET 


ALL TYPES OF 
ATIONS 


TIP- 


CARPETS: 
& RENOV 


Contact the octual Manufacturers - 
H. LAZARUS & SON Ltd. 
49-51 CURTAIN ROAD 


SHAPTESBURY AVENUE. W.1 
OFFICES IN MODERN BUILDING 
SUITABLE FOR FILM TRADE 


I { « & ‘ 


Details 


ALLSOP & CO., 21 Soho Sq. W.! 


| 


LONDON, E.C.2 


GODDARD & SMIT 


SAVE OVER £1,000. Modern complete 
sound and projection equipment comprising 
ROSS G.C.1. projectors with RCA L.G. 220% 
sound equipment (dual amplifiers), ROSS 
latest model box type pedestal stands, at the 
fantastically low price of only £395. Hire- 
purchase if required. 
C.W.0. only 
days of receipt 
R. SANKEY, 
Tel. 


tefunded if goods returned within |4 


REGAL, ATHERSTONE, WARWICKS 
Atherstone 2220/2125/3202 


= 


| 


/ 
i 


22 KING STREET 
ST. JAMES’S 
LONDON, S.W.1 


WHI. 2721 (20 lines) 


22 


RENTERS’ NEWS 


—continued from page 15 


in the title role, and Charles Korvin, is a drama 
set in Spanish California, with Zorro helping to 
put down a revolution organised by a renegade 
out to seize power. 

Ihe screening will be preceded by “ Gala Day 
at Disneyland,” in which audiences tour the 
fabulous pleasure park 


Saturation orders for 
Rank’s wedding film 


SO MANY requests have been received for 
RFD'’s Royal Wedding colour film. “* Wedding 
In Springtime,” that no more home orders can 


be accepted for the release week of May 9 

* The picture will be shown in almost every 
town and city in the country and more orders 
are flooding in every day,’ says Harold Boodson. 

*lans have been made to fly out a copy of 
The Rank Organisation's colour film of the Royal 
Wedding to Princess Margaret and Antony 
Armstrong-Jones for screening aboard the honey- 
moon yacht Britannia 


will mark 
Royal occasion 
made its colour 


The film, * Wedding in Springtime,” 
the biggest scale coverage of a 
since The Rank Organisation 
film of the Queen's coronation. 

Arrangements have been made for copies to be 
flown abroad simultancously with the film’s re- 
lease in cinemas at home on Monday, May 9 


UNIONS CUT 


-continued from page 3 


situation and deplores the tendencies of many 
employers to under-value certain grades of em- 
ployment and thus create unjustified differentials 


between various rates of salaries and wages.” 


The motion recommends that the NEC 
gat in inquiry into 
lines pursued by the 
Committec 

Two NEC motions deal directly with television 
One states that workers in commercial tele- 
vision are entitled to an additional share of the 
made by the commercial 
companies: the other calls for the government 
to appoint Royal Commission to take the 
views of all concerned before authorising a Third 
Television Network 


insti- 
circumstances, on the 


Guillibaud Railway Pay 


these 


EXCESSIVE profits 


Among the branch motions is one from Glas- 
gow Cinemas calling on the NEC “to use its 
with the government and the 
employers to set up a committee of inquiry to 
investigate the profit and costs of film produc- 
tion: the cost and overheads of film distribution 
and the profits and overheads of film exhibition.” 

It further 


best endeavours 


asks that a similar resolution be 


placed on the agenda of the forthcoming TUC 
congress and Labour Party conference. 
Birkenhead branch proposes that the NEC 


approaches the CFA with an occupational pen- 
sion scheme, and also believes that, by extending 
the powers of the National Film Finance Cor- 
poration, or other suitable methods, the State 
should acquire a cinema circuit equal in size 
and booking power to any of the main Circuits 

From Morecambe comes a resolution instruct- 
ing the NEC to initiate a national petition urging 
the government to repeal the “ iniquitous ™ Sun- 
day Entertainment Levy 

West End Projectionists feel that the time has 
now arrived for the wages and working condi- 
tions of London's West End cinemas and other 


Printed in Great Britain and Published by ODHAMS PRESS LTD., Long Acre, London, W.C.2. 


‘The Hand’ gets a 
West End run 


BUTCHER’S FD has arranged a West End 
run for “ The Hand,” which siars Derek Bond, 
Ronald Leigh Hunt and Reed de Rouen and 
was directed by Henry Cass. 

The picture goes into the London Pavilion 
tomorrow (Friday). General release details will 
be announced shortly. 


Anglo sets release 


of ‘Goliath’ 


ANGLO’S Eastman Color and wide-screen 
picture “Goliath,” starring Steve Reeves and 
Bruce Cabot, begins ABC release on June 6. 

Another Anglo Eastman Color picture, 
“Peeping Tom” also goes on ABC release— 
on May 23. 


‘Two-Way Stretch’ is 
in the money again 


BRITISH LION’S “ Two-Way Stretch” took 
more money in three days at the Theatre Royal, 
Manchester, than many films have taken in a 
week. This is the latest chapter in the film's 
success story. 


The picture, which has been doing excellent 


business throughout the country, stars Peter 
Sellers. 
special presentation cinemas throughout the 


country to be negotiated separately. 

Throughout the conference, which will last 
for four days, delegates will be addressed by a 
number of guest speakers. 

Among those who have accepted invitations 
are Ralph Bromhead, chairman of the CTBF: 
Col. S. K. Lewis, director of Public Relations 
for ABC: Harold Wilson, M.P.: Edward Heath, 
M.P., Minister of Labour and National Service : 
Sir David Webster, general administrator, Royal 
Opera House, Covent Garden: Sir Robert 
Fraser, Director General, ITA: George Elvin, 
general secretary of ACTT and secretary of the 
FFU: Morgan Phillips, secretary to the Labour 


Party Hugh Gaitskell, M.P.. leader of the 
opposition: Claude Bartlett, chairman of the 
General Council of the TUC. 


TRADE 


LONDON 
May 9: 
Wedding in Springtime. Rank. Own Theatre 
10.30 a.m. 
May Wedding. Warner-Pathe. Corner Theatre 


Soho Square. 11.30 a.m. (Repeat at 2.30 p.m.. 
3.30 p.m., 4.30 p.m.) 
A Terrible Beauty. 
Pavilion. 3.40 p.m 
The Hypnotic Eye (X). 
Theatre. 11 a.m 


United Artists. London 


Warner-Pathe. Own 


The House of Intrigue. Archway. Hammer 
2.30 p.m 

Sons and Lovers: Thousand Smile Check-up 
(short). 20th Century-Fox. Rialto. 10.30 a.m 


May 10: 

The Challenge (A). Rank. Own Theatre. 
a.m. and 2.30 p.m. 

Five shorts (Crane Island: The Modern Prospec- 


10.30 


tor: Australian Diary No. 110: Fishermen; 
Balloons and Spinifex). MGM. Own Theatre 
10.30 a.m. 

Rififi and the Women (X). Regal. Hammer 


10.30 a.m. 
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PARAMOUNT CONVENTION 


-continued from page 15 


filming Tennessee Williams's “Summer and 
Smoke,” starring Laurence Harvey and Gera!di 
Page, with Peter Glenville directing. Wallis wi 
also make “ The Sons of Katie Elder,” "ig 
scale western, this year. 

The production team of William Perlberg and 
George Seaton will start “The Counterfei 
Traitor ” in Germany this summer, with William 
Holden and Lilli Palmer starred. Their future 
productions for Paramount include “* Night 
Without End,” to be written for the screen by 
Eric Ambler; “The Hook” and “Carnet ck 
Bal,” with John Michael Hayes the screen-writer 


Suspense 


Alfred Hitchcock will produce and direct the 
tentatively titled “ Village of Stars,” a new sus- 
pense novel of international importance. Hitch- 
cock has a top male star set whose name will be 
announced when the master of suspense returns 
from his world tour. 

Richard Shepherd and Marty Jurow will pro- 
duce Truman Capote's “ Breakfast at Tiffany's,” 
with the screenplay to be written by George 
Axelrod. Henry and Phoebe Ephron, writer- 
producer team, will make Max Catto’s “ Melody 
of Sex” and “Run for Your Life.” Norman 
Taurog will produce and direct “ The Slender 
Thread.” 

“ My Geisha,” starring Shirley MacLaine, will 
be made in Japan this autumn from a Norman 
Krasna screenplay, with Steve Parker the pro- 
ducer. Bryan Foy will produce “ The Big Boston 
Robbery * and another picture about a women’s 
prison in which he will introduce several new 
faces. 

Jerry Lewis will 


Ladies’ Man.” 


produce and star in “ The 


Shooting 


Paramount productions now before the 
cameras are Hal Wallis’s “All in a Night's 
Work,” starring Dean Martin and _ Shirley 
MacLaine, with Joseph Anthony directing: 
Wallis’s “G.I. Blues,” starring Elvis Presley and 
Juliet Prowse, directed by Norman Taurog: Ray 
Stark's “ The World of Suzie Wong,” starring 
William Holden and Nancy Kwan, with Richard 
Quine the director. Perlberg-Seaton’s “* The 
Pleasure of His Company,” starring Fred Astaire, 
Debbie Reynolds, Lilli Palmer and Tab Hunter. 
was halted by the actors’ strike and will be com- 
pleted in the autumn. 


SHOWS 


May 12: 

Gun Fever. United Artists. Own Theatre. 
10.30 a.m. 

MANCHESTER 

May 10: 

Rififi and the Women (X). Regal. Theatre 
Royal. 10.45 a.m. 

May 12: 

Gun Fever. United Artists. Odeon. 10.45 a.m. 

May 13: 

Killer's Cage. British Lion. Odeon. 10.45 a.m. 


LATE EXTRAS (LONDON) 


May 5: 

The Professionals (U). Anglo Amalgamated 
Hammer. 10.30 a.m. 

May 11: 

Five shorts (New Day: Wolf Hounded: In Good 
Heart; Littlk Bo-Bopped: The Vancouver 
Story). Columbia. Own Theatre. 2.30 p.m. 


Justice and Caryl Chessman (X). Orb. Celluloid. 
10.30 a.m. 
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KINE. Booking Guide 


TRADE SHOW OFFERS—APRIL, 1960 


RUNNING CERTI LENGTH 
Trrut ) RENTER Time (MIN.) FICATE (FEET) STARS Box-Orrice ANGLE 


*ALL THE FINE YOUNG CANNI- MGM 122 A 10,990 Natalie Wood Romantic melodrama Ticklish top- 
BALS Robert Wagner liner (C) 
George Hamilton 
*AND WOMEN SHALL WEEP t 25 Rank ) Ruth Dunning Taut domestic melodrama. Good quota 
Richard O'Sullivan ** second ** (C) 
Max Butterfield 
Richard Greene Adventure melodrama. Reliable British 
Eva Bartok ** programmer ** (C) 
Marius Goring 
Joanna Horlock Children’s adventure story Good 
James Luck children’s matinee booking (CC) 
Anthony Parker 
**CIRCUS OF HORRORS . izlo 9} 3 Anton Diffring ** Big Top "’ thriller Cast-iron British 
! Erika Remberg box-office blood curdler (NC) 


*BEYOND THE CURTAIN 


CAUGHT IN THE NET 


*CLIMB UP THE WALI Musical jamboree. Good British star 


novelty attraction (C) 
*CONE OF SILENCE Civil aviation melodrama. First rate 
British booking (C) 
CONFESSIONS OF A COUNTER 2 olumbi } rnest ) ine Espionage melodrama. Good ‘* double 
SPY bill ** (C) 


CRIMSON KIMONO, THE Who-dunnit ."" So-so ** second ** (C) 


James Shigeta 
*DANGER TOMORROW wio Ama Zena Walker Crime melodrama Good quota 
Robert Urquhart second ** (C) 
Rupert Davies 
DRUM CRAZY — THE GENE . olumb 6 ‘ Sal Mineo Musical melodrama. Very good *‘double 
KRUPA STORY Susan Kohner bill ** (C) 
James Darren 


ENEMY GENERAL, THE olumt 5 IQ Van Johnson World War Il 
Aumont “second "’ (C) 


melodrama So-so 


GUNS DON'T ARGLE Crime melodrama. Reliable ** second 


(C) 
GUERILLA GIRI Political and romantic post-World War 
Il melodrama. Definitely not recom 
mended (C) 
Wartime comedy. Excellent light fare 
for specialised audiences (C) 


HILL CAPITANO 


IRRESISTIBLE Rollicking farcical comedy Passable 


offering for unexacting specialised 
nato Salvato audiences (C) 
scale Petit French comedy drama Acceptable art 
viel Gelin house ** double bill ** (C) 
1¢-Louis Lafforgue 


JULIE THE REDHEAD 


*LEAGLE OF GENTLEMEN, THE Br 


Suspense melodrama Excellent British 
general booking (C) 


LITTLE SAVAGE, THE 


Armendar Period adventure comedy melodrama 
istiane Marte Unabashed kids’ matinee fare (C) 
Robert Palmer 
‘LUNCH ON THE GRASS yndig Paul Meurisse French clinical satirical comedy. Light 
Catherine Rouvel fare strictly for art houses (NC) 
Fernand Sardou 
MARIE OCTOBRE 2512 yndia | 2 Danielle Darrieux Resistance who-dunnit. First-rate special 
Bernard Blier ised audience booking (NC) 
Robert Dalban 
MOUNTAIN ROAD, THE World War II melodrama. So-so star 
F booking (C) 
ni’ 
nmentary by Natural history featurette Good 
E.V.H. Emmett * second "* (CC) 


He 
ONE FINE DAY Ce 


*OPERATION CLPID Charles Farrell Diamond - cut - diamond comedy Faw 


Avice Landon average quota ** second ** (C) 
Wallas Eato 
PAY OFF, THE 2 ‘ vd tio 95 Ed Nelson Pint-size cops and robbers L sable 
John Brinkle tough joint ** second ** (C) 
Pat George 
**PEEPING TOM r 2 < 4 107 Car! Boehr Psychopathic thriller First-rate British 
Moira Sheare ** shocker ** (NC) 
‘TOBY TYLER Period ** big top '' melodrama. Very good 
family and kids’ holiday fare (CC) 
Gene Sheld 
UNTAMED WOMEN F. 25 ces Dana Wilsor Jungle extravaganza Small hall 
Mort Thompsor ‘novelty "’ booking (C) 
Sacha Guitry Historical extravaganza Outstanding 
Michelene Presle specialised audience booking (C) 
Claudette Colbert 
VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 25 ' ount Jerry Lewis Supernatural comedy Reliable star 
Joan Blackmar light booking, especially for the masses 
Fred Clark and family (C) 
*WAKE ME WHEN IT’S OVER Sit Ont ry 12 11,26 Ernie Kovac U.S. Air Force comedy Good star 
Margo Moore light booking (C) 
Dick Shawr 
WHO WAS THAT LADY ad | olumbia l 2 Tony Curtis Haywire romantic comedy Capital 
Janet Leigh star light booking (C) 
Dean Marti 
Gerard Lohar Children’s hour *’ comedy drama 
Angela Baddeley Kids’ matinee quota (CC) 
Maurice Kaufmanr 


(CC) Excellent for Children Suitable for Children Not for Children * British Quota Picture 


VERSAILLES 


*ZOO BABY 


In Colour 
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anous RED GUIDE 


Indispensable to every executive 
in the industry 


The only complete 
guide to the British 
Film Industry 


584 Pages 


Films Trade Shown 1958. Kenter 
and ‘Trade show date. Star. Foot- 
age. Certificate. Registered No. 
Kine Review date. 

Who's What in the Industry. A 
series of brief biographies. 

Trade Organisations. Addresses 
and officers. 

Renting Companies. Addresses, 
personnel and branch offices. 
British Production. Studio space 
and personne! record; British Pro- 
duction Companies; Studio Service 
Companies. 

Preview Theatres. Availability; 
Seating capacity: service offered. 
Commercial Television. Programme 
contractors; producers of filmed 
material 

Leading Cinema Circuits. Including 
lists of cinemas operated, 

Cinema Directory. Covering 
London, England, Wales, Scotland, 
N. Ireland, Eire. 

Technical Data. 

Leading Equipment Companies. 
Sales and Catering. Sections on ic« 
cream, soft drinks, nuts, popcorn, 
confectionery. 

Sub-Standard Film Market. Orguan- 
sutions and societies, renters and 
libraries, film producers, production 
facilities, equipment, commercial 
exhibitors, static cinemas. 

Legal Section. Cinematograph 
Acts and Regulations, Entertain- 
ments Tax, Trade Statistics. 
Classified Trade Directory. \lpha- 


hetical list of specialised trades and To: THE PUBLISHER, “KINEMATOGRAPH WEEKLY,” 
the firms associated with them. 6 CATHERINE STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


General Trade Directory. An alpha- 
betical list of companies engaged 
on film and cinema work. 


Please send me copy ‘ies) of the “Kinematograph Year Book " 1959-60 


Edition 2 ans. each’ and I enclose remittance of 


| *Account Customers of Odhams Press—Official Company Order Forms are 


acceptable and invoices will be submitted in due course. 
\ ADDRESS 


SEND THIS me 
3 \ll Cheques, Money Orders, P.O’s should be crossed and made payable 
RDER Ky to Odhams Press Ltd. 
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